St Laurence Church Downton
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or
requests for pastoral visits, should be made to
The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson.
Tel. 01725 510326 Email: fateamrector@outlook.com

Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons 01725 512738
Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons 01725 512738
Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold 01722 710341
Sunday School: Dr Janet McGee 01725 513869
Church Flowers: Mrs V Ekins D. 510233 & Mrs J Truscott D. 510733
Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
For our latest news see our website and Facebook page.
If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through
prayer, learning together & serving the local community”
St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches,
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford.

Downton Parish News is usually published 10 times a year.
Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the
back of the magazine.
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From the Team Rector: Revd Frank Gimson
The Vicarage, Barford Lane, Downton ( 01725 510326)
This is the time of year when we think about harvest. We thank God for his
bountiful provision and remind ourselves of the need to share it with all in
need.
There is much to give thanks for. Once again ‘The earth has yielded its
harvest; God, our God, blesses us’ (Psalm 67:6). We have all we need and
there is enough for all. So we give thanks, reminding ourselves, in the words
of King David: ‘all things come from you, and of your own have we given you’
(1 Chronicles 29:14).
Except this year, of course, everything is different. It has been estimated that
the recent unusual weather patterns will result in 30% less being harvested
here than usual. There is also a big issue around finding sufficient seasonal
workers where hand-picking is required. Combine that with an increased
demand for food parcels, and clearly this is anything but normal. This is not
just due to the pandemic, but it has thrown into sharp contrast the uneven
way in which the bounties of creation have been distributed.
On the positive side, many people and organisations have stepped up and
are working hard for our local communities. Indeed the response locally has
been very good - and thank you to all who have continued to support the
Trussell Trust with both food and money.
The Christian imperative to share God’s bounty is as strong as ever, but
perhaps we need to widen our focus beyond just the need locally. Also the
requirement may be for something more than just food.
As we consider how we respond at harvest time to the riches of God’s
wonderful provision, we need to be open to his direction in using it. Maybe
this year that might mean that we are being called to support a national
charity, like Crisis, or an international one, such as the diocesan appeal for
South Sudan.
So we pray for true discernment - and the wisdom and courage to follow it.
God bless and keep safe,
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES
Our current pattern of worship is:
•

Services in Church: There is one service of Holy Communion in
Church on Sundays at 10.30am. This is a short and simple service
without hymns: communion is by wafer only. If you wish to come to a
service please let us know by emailing fateamrector@outlook.com or
calling the Vicar on 01725 510326 or Jo Parsons on 01725 512738, so
that we can have some idea of numbers and make the necessary
arrangements. Full guidance on what to expect was set out in the
August issue of this magazine and is also on our
website www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk, but please
note one change: face coverings must now be
worn.

•

Recorded Services: There is also a recorded
service for each Sunday, which is available to watch
through the services page of the church website,
particularly for those who are not able and or ready to attend services
in church. There are service sheets on the website for all recorded
Sunday and some other services which can be viewed or downloaded,
enabling you to join in with prayers and responses.

•

Morning Worship is being said by the Vicar at 10.30am on
Wednesdays in church. This is not a public or recorded service, but he
will ring the church bell at 10.30am as a call to worship and you are
encouraged to join him in a time of prayer from your own homes. On
the third Wednesday of the month he will incorporate our Roads to God
prayers (see page 7).

•

Church open for private prayer: immediately following Morning
Worship on Wednesdays, the Church will be open from 11:00am to
12:30pm for private prayer. A member of the Church will be present
at all times as a steward, and everyone will be asked to maintain
physical distancing and to leave their contact details.
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If you would like to follow the readings for the Sundays in October they are:
Sunday 4th October 2020
Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
1st Reading Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel
Matthew 21:33-46
Sunday 11th October 2020
Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
1st Reading Philippians 4:1-9
Gospel
Matthew 22:1-14
Sunday 18th October 2020
St Luke the Evangelist
1st Reading 2 Timothy 4:5-17
Gospel
Luke 10:1-9
Sunday 25th October 2020
1st Reading
Gospel

Last Sunday after Trinity
(Bible Sunday)
Colossians 3:12-17
Matthew 24:30-35

For latest news & any changes log onto www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
Sunday services in October are all at 10.00 am and are all
shared between the Church of England and the Methodists.
The plan for Sundays in October is:
4th: Holy Communion: St Mary’s, Redlynch
11th: Praise and Prayer: Woodfalls Methodist
18th: Holy Communion: St Birinus, Morgans Vale
25th: Praise and Prayer: St Mary’s, Redlynch.
For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet,
contact Graham Tanner, telephone 01725 512648;
email atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com
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Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer.
The congregation hold a weekly Eucharist Service by Zoom,
and a Mass by Zoom about every three weeks.
If you would like to join us
please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665.
St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
More details at www.salisburycatholics.org or
St Osmund's Church, Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581 Email: office@salisburycatholics.org

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Current Services: Sunday Mornings at 10.30am:
In the event of good weather,
the Service will be held in the Church Field.
In the event of bad weather,
the Service will be held indoors with limited numbers.
The Service will be live streamed.
Online Services are on the Downton Baptist Church website.
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: www.downtonbaptist.org
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Prayer Diary for October
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
Our Forest & Avon Team
All key workers
Harvest: giving thanks for all God’s goodness
Growing through God’s Word
Those made redundant or unable to find work
Our Team Rector and family
Our children and young people
Those who produce our Parish magazine
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories
Our Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Barford Day Centre
Our Church School
Churches Together in Downton
Those at work worried about social distancing
The Bereaved
Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising
St Luke: All who minister to the sick
Bishop Nicholas
Peace in the World
All ministers in the village
All visitors to our Churches
All who assist with our services
Politicians and their advisors
Bible Sunday: Growing through God’s Word
Trafalgar School at Downton
Those in Residential and Nursing Homes
All who rely on food aid
School Governors
Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
Those training for ministry

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns.
If you have any suggestions for inclusion in this diary, please have a word
with the Team Rector.
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St Laurence’s Church Registers August 2020
Funerals:
12th August – Violet Elizabeth Franklin (67)
28th August – Reginald (Reg) Arthur Valentine
Kenchington (80)
Service held at Salisbury Crematorium.
Jesus says “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden
and I will give you rest”

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□
Need for healing
Heavenly Father, we bring to you all those struggling with their mental
health just now. We pray:
For everyone who is smiling, when inside they’re in pain.
For everyone who is saying they’re fine, when inside they feel drained and
empty.
For everyone struggling with fear and worry as the easing of the lockdown
brings new anxieties.
Be with them in their suffering, as so much of their world has been stripped
back and emptied.
When loved family and friends have been taken by illness,
Or made distant by lockdown
Pour your healing balm into their pain and sadness.
May you walk with them besides still waters.
May you speak to them in a still small voice.
May you heal them, and fill them, and bless them with your abundant love
and fullness of life.
And may they know that they are loved by you for the beautiful unique
person that they are, created in the image of their heavenly creator and
loving Lord.
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen
By the Revd Peter Crumpler
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In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in our
community, during October we will be offering
prayers for:
Squarey Close, The Sidings,
Batchelor Way, Moody Drive, Keeley Close,
Bundy Grove, Haydon Close
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
You can request prayers at any time – not just when
your road is on the monthly list.
For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk

Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third
Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church.
However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider
congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular
roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at:
10.30am Wednesday 21st October 2020
______________________________________

Daily Hope, launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, in
April, is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044. It was set up as a
simple new way to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes,
especially older people and anyone unable to join online church services.
Many people who are vulnerable due to their health or their age are
understandably reluctant to return to their place of worship.
Callers to the line are welcomed with a short new greeting from the
Archbishop before being able to choose from a range of options, including
hymns, prayers, reflections and advice on COVID-19.

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818
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Downton Surgery – October 2020
Seasonal Flu & COVID Update
With the increase of the COVID threat level, we must keep protecting each
other. It is likely that flu viruses and the virus that causes COVID-19 will
both spread this autumn and winter. Healthcare systems could be
overwhelmed treating both patients with flu and patients with COVID-19;
this means getting a flu vaccine is more important than ever.
We have started our flu clinics for over 65s and other at risk patients, and
will be contacting you very shortly to give you an appointment. If you have
a mobile phone look out for a message, or letters will be sent to those
without this facility. We are waiting for further information from NHS
England regarding the additional over 50s vaccinations for 2020 and will
update you as soon as we are able. You will notice our flu clinics are
slightly different this year and we are very grateful to the Cuckoo Fair
Committee and Parish Council for their help and the use of the equipment,
enabling us to run the clinics throughout the week in a safe manner, with
effective social distancing.
We have stayed open throughout COVID and we will continue to see
patients face to face whenever necessary. It remains important that we all
stay safe and continue to control the virus to save lives, and we appreciate
your help in doing this; we kindly ask that you only attend the surgery if
invited to do so by a doctor or nurse, to collect a prescription, or for your flu
vaccination. Please continue to use telephone and online services
whenever possible. If you are attending in person please remember the
Hands – Face – Space guidelines.
We would like to do our bit to protect the planet and for those of you who
do not already have several reusable wash and wear masks, you will soon
see a mask tree outside the surgery. if anyone would like to make reusable
masks for the surgery we will offer them to our patients for free or for a
voluntary donation which will support various local community schemes,
such as a carers’ café, a gardening project, fitness initiatives; etc. This will
avoid thousands of masks going to landfill, as you will be asked to wear
one when attending the Surgery & Flu Clinics.
Continued on next page >>>>>>
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Downton Surgery – October 2020 Update - continued
If anyone would like to offer assistance and can volunteer we would be
happy to hear from you – preferably by email for attention of our Social
Prescriber, Carol Baker.
Once again, do not hesitate to contact us - we are always happy to hear
from you and help where possible.
Downton.surgery@nhs.net (please add subject: For example; FAO Social
Prescriber / COVID Feedback / Flu Clinic Etc)

Stay Safe, from all the team at Downton Surgery.
⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Downton’s Mobile Post Office - Every Friday Morning
Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground: 9.00 am till 10.00 am
The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am
⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Action on Hearing Loss
Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information
Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time being
due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you if you
are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At this time
I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on how to get
the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and information on
hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643,
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Don’t forget to look at the village website for updates
and information:
www.downtonvillage.co.uk

10

Friends of St Laurence
FOSL activities have been suspended during lockdown and the pandemic
prevents us planning any events at the moment. Sadly we cannot even
open the church as a place of serenity and spiritual sustenance.
However, the church yard is still accessible (though NOT through Church
Leat, please) and as beautiful as ever. Our new trees seem to be growing
well, as is the new grass. Of course the weeds and brambles enjoy the hot
weather and rain just as much. We are not holding working parties in the
churchyard at the moment but if anyone would like to enjoy the peace and
quiet as a lone gardener or in a household group then please contact Mark
Merrill on 01725 512175 for suggestions as to what needs doing.

Ride and Stride for Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust
Mark and Philippa Merrill took part in this year’s “Ride and Stride” between
churches to support Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust. Starting from
Britford they walked to the two Harnham churches and then along the
riverside and across fields to St Catherine’s in Netherhampton. From
there it was an uphill path alongside the golf course to Salisbury
Racecourse and down a drove lane to Coombe Bissett to finish at St
Michael’s. In all a walk of some two and a half hours but a longer
expedition because of the need to arrange a car at either end.
If you felt able to sponsor Mark and Philippa you can do so in a number of
ways, either by cash or cheque (made out to Wiltshire Historic Churches
Trust).
• Leave in an envelope in St Laurence Church on Sunday or
Wednesday
• Leave in an envelope at the Merrills’ address 142 The Borough
• Direct transfer to the St Laurence Downton PCC bank account,
Sort code 08 92 99, Account no. 65475214, using your name and
“STRIDE” as a reference.
St Laurence has been a beneficiary of two significant grants from WHCT in
recent years: firstly to pay for part of the cost of the roof alarm for the lead
roof and secondly for part of the cost of the repairs to the west wall and the
wall of the south transept.
Continued on next page >>>>>>
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Sponsorship money can be Gift Aided by completing the declaration
below and returning it with your donation or, if made by bank transfer,
to Mark at his address written below the declaration.

Ride and Stride for Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust
Sponsor declaration: If I have ticked the box below marked “please
claim Gift Aid”: I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains taxpayer. I
have read this statement and want Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust to
reclaim tax on the donation detailed below, given on the date shown.
I understand that if I pay less Income Tax or Capital Gains tax in the
current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my donations
it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have
given.
By giving my name and address I agree to the Ride+Stride Administrator
holding this data. It will not be passed to any third party.
I understand that a Privacy Notice is available on the WHCT website.

Title: (Mr Mrs etc…)
Initials
Surname
House number or name
Postcode
Signature
Amount
Please claim Gift Aid
Please return to:
Mark Merrill, 142 The Borough, Downton, SP5 3LT
mark@merrill.eclipse.co.uk
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The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 14th September
2020 as a virtual meeting using Zoom. This was permitted under new
legislation contained in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. Eight members of the
public were present.
Wiltshire Council matters: Cllr Clewer gave the following report:
• The closure of part of the A338 at Britford has caused a number of
tailbacks but a re-programming of the traffic lights had improved
the queues.
• The Council had opened 17 libraries but the rules on social
distancing and HM Government’s frequency in making changes to
them was hindering the opening of the smaller libraries.
• The recently announced appointment of COVID marshals by HM
Government would not apply in Wiltshire as they were more
appropriate for towns and cities with high density populations.
New Housing Development Committee: Cllr Brentor gave a brief report
on a recent meeting at which:
• It was agreed that a plan should be devised for how a review of the
Downton Neighbourhood Plan will be conducted.
• Questions were compiled and agreed which were to be put to
Persimmon Homes at the Council’s forthcoming meeting with the
Land Director. It was also agreed that a press release should be
written to update residents.
• Initial thoughts were discussed on the Council’s response to the
consultation and White Paper from the Ministry of Housing,
Communities & Local Government entitled ‘Planning for the Future’
on the reform of the Planning System.
Vacancies: There are currently seven vacancies for councillors on the
Parish Council. If you are interested, please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of the Council will be held virtually on Monday 12 th
October 2020 at 7.30 pm. Please see the published Agenda or contact the
Clerk for the login details.
Bev Cornish, Clerk to Downton Parish Council,
West View, Slab Lane, Downton, SP5 3PS Tel 01725 513874
Email: clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Downton Parish Council

13

Waste Free Shopping
It is possible now to buy most types of foods and cleaning
products without their packaging adding to plastic waste.
For example, our local butchers are happy for you to take
your own containers along, as are most supermarket
service counters. Woodfalls Store and Woodgreen
Community shop provide paper bags for their fruit and vegetables,
Waitrose supply compostable bags for theirs, and Sainsbury sell reusable
drawstring bags for 30p, each made from one recycled plastic bottle.
We had invited Blueberry Den, who sell cleaning products, toiletries and
some basic dried foods, to attend the Green Group Autumn Fair planned
for 27th September, but sadly the event had to be cancelled due to the
latest Covid-19 restrictions. There is no packaging waste when you buy
from Blueberry Den as you provide the bottles and containers. You can
either order online and have your goods delivered, or visit one of the retail
stores where there is a refill station. The nearest to Downton is ‘Luxury
Bubble’ in Fordingbridge (cleaning products and toiletries only) and also
one in Salisbury and two in Wilton. See www.blueberryden.co.uk for
details, plus a full list of the products available.
Other local shops where you can buy with little or no packaging
waste: (take your own containers)
Nunton Farm Milk vending machine outside the Bull – or have your milk
delivered from Milk & More.
Refill Ecover cleaning products at Coombe Bisset Stores, Caxtons in
Fordingbridge and Wilton Hardware.
In Romsey: Lemon and Jinja sell a very wide range of foods, toiletries,
cleaning and baby products. If you are travelling in that area visit their store
on the Abbey Park Industrial Estate. See www.lemonandjinja.com
In Ringwood:
Roebridge Natural Food Market, in Meeting House Centre: Dried foods in
self-service dispensers.
Timber, tucked behind the Furlong Centre: some toiletries, cleaning
products and dried foods.
There are probably other stores where you can buy ‘waste free’ locally. If
you know of anywhere please email details to
contact@downtongreengroup.org.uk. Thank you!
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“DO NOT BIN IT, WE MAY FIX IT”
* Latest News *
The “Mask Tree” service has
supplied us with a good selection
of their wonderful hand-made,
individual masks.
You can pick one up any Wednesday or Friday morning.
With your help & generous giving we have now sent £2500 to the NHS to
support staff at Salisbury General Hospital.
The Drop Off & Pick Up service is still going amazingly well and our
reputation for a cheerful Refurbishment & Repair Service now extends far
and wide. So drop in with your damaged item any Wednesday or Friday
morning between 10 am and mid-day, at Brambles, Vicarage Lane, Lover.
As a matter of interest, this month we have given sound to a Hi Fi System,
made an antique Wall Clock tick, re-‘cycled’ bikes, saved mowers from
being put out to grass, put new life into old furniture and re-constructed
‘shattered’ ceramics.
As winter approaches, we can assure you that the service will continue for
the foreseeable future, come hail, rain or snow – we know how to ‘adapt’.
Please remember, this is the routine for Drop Off & Pick Up:
a. Come to the Drop-Off sign in Vicarage Road, Lover
b. Park on the field side of road
c. Come in wearing masks, using the sanitiser on entry. (Spare mask
available)
d. Check with a helper that we can accept the job
e. Log job in at the window.
f. We will contact you when the item is ready for Pick-up
g. We are also available to give advice on any repair problem
We follow all current Government Guidelines
regarding social distancing etc.
Contact Paul on 01725 510753 for further details
PS Follow us on facebook.com/loverrepaircafe
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Downton Community Pre-school
We are so happy to be back at Downton pre-school and the
children are really enjoying their time here. We have done lots
of water play whilst the sun is still shining, and gone on some
nature walks to find blackberries.
If you would like your child to attend Downton pre-school and would like
more information please call 01725 511178.

Downton Horticultural Society
In the early spring before we all went into Covid-19 lockdown we purchased
an Oleander plant from Tesco while we were doing our weekly shop. We
thought it would be good to have one growing in our garden as it would
remind us of our holidays in various countries around the Mediterranean.
We particularly remember them growing along the central reservation of the
dual carriage joining the main towns along the northern Crete coast, where
the local authority had planted them alternatively one pink and then one
white for very many miles.
In this country Oleanders are best grown in pots, as although they will
tolerate occasional light frosts down to −10 °C (14 °F), (though the leaves
may be damaged) they will not tolerate sustained cold. This means they
should be moved close to a building or into an unheated greenhouse during
the winter. However, Oleander are tolerant of poor soils, intense heat and
sustained drought, but flower and grow more vigorously with regular
watering.
We re-potted our Oleander into a large pot containing lots of compost and it
has flowered prolifically all summer. We are delighted with it and have
decided to try and propagate some cuttings from it. However, there is a
downside in that some of its compounds are poisonous in large amounts
and the sap can cause skin irritations, so it is best to wear gloves when
pruning.
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)
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Downton Link
In recent editions of this magazine I have written about the
work of “The Link” as part of a network of over 40 Link
schemes in Wiltshire offering transport support for the
elderly and vulnerable. We not only cover Downton but also
surrounding communities in Woodfalls and Redlynch and
neighbouring villages.
Maintaining the essential service of driving clients to medical and dental
appointments over the past seven months has been challenging with so
many of our volunteer drivers unavailable due to the restrictions imposed
by Covid-19, but we have managed to support those needing our help and
we have kept our phone line 01725 513807 operational throughout this
time.
No one knows when life will return to “normal”, or indeed, what that “new
normal” will look like, but we are seeing a gradual increase in transport
requests as local hospitals resurrect their outpatient departments.
The safety of our volunteers and our clients remains a priority and we are
hoping that before too long more of our volunteers will feel able to return to
driving with the necessary safeguards in place.
We are always seeking new volunteers to join us - every year, some of our
“senior” drivers decide to retire many of whom have supported “The Link”
over a long time. We are grateful to them and to the volunteers who have
maintained our service over the past months during what is a difficult time
for everyone.
If you think you might be able to spare a few hours a week at times which
suit you, and become a Link driver, I can assure you it is rewarding and of
course your expenses are paid. If you would like to know more please call
our phone line as above or e-mail info@downtonlink.org.uk and you will be
placed in touch with me or one of my committee colleagues who will be
able to answer any questions you may have.
PETER BISHOP
Chairman – Downton Link
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Pete Tanner
A tribute from Paul Williams, Musical Director of Downton Band
Downton Band stalwart Pete Tanner has sadly passed away aged 69 years
old. Pete, who lived with his wife Liz on Slab Lane in Woodfalls, was
a popular character in the local area and also well-known across the
brass band world.
In his time Pete was a plumber, a postie, an avid collector of paintings
and historical artifacts, a keen follower of cricket (particularly his
son Ian's exploits) and he even had a brief stint as a football manager!
But it was for brass playing that Pete was particularly well known. Pete
went to school in Gravel Close so it was only natural that he ended up
taking the short trip down the lane to Downton's bandroom where he
learnt to play horn.
Pete was a lifetime member of Downton Band, becoming its longest
serving member, and taking great pride in the band's almost 150 years’
history. In his time Pete played at several prestigious
national finals, took part in many trips including cultural exchanges to
South Wales, played at the famous Whit Friday marches and even
appeared in a Sky Arts documentary about brass bands! In 2017 Pete was
awarded his 50th Year Long Service Award by the Wessex Brass Band
Association, and very proud of it he was too.
As well as playing, Pete was also a tireless worker for the band. He was
the longest serving member of the band's committee, and alongside his
wife Liz was always first at rehearsals to help set up, and last to come
away from band concerts after packing everything down.
Pete is survived by his wife Liz and his four children Ian, Tom, Carrie
and Ewan. He will be much missed, not only by family and friends but
by brass band musicians across the UK.
http://www.downtonband.org.uk/

Rainfall in August
We had 3.75 inches this month, which was a bit above average. It
included nearly an inch of rain that fell in 45 minutes on the 27th.
M.C.
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Redlynch Local History Society
From the Chairman, Carolyn Birch
The Committee has decided, for various practical reasons, that owing to
the ongoing coronavirus situation, sadly it is still not possible to hold our
normal monthly meetings. We will continue to review the position, but in the
meantime we are endeavouring to arrange some online talks for our
members.
Our Exhibition planned for October has also had to be postponed. The
focus this year was to be on life in the Parish of Redlynch during World War
II and in particular the 75th Anniversaries of V.E. Day and V.J. Day. Some
of our members have been busy doing research and collecting resources in
readiness for this event. Hopefully we can share this with you in the future.
We thought you might be interested in the following article, which has been
researched and written by Malcolm Birch.

A Will with a Great Surprise
About 3 years ago I decided to research the brick kiln in Kiln Lane
Redlynch. I found a will of 1695 made by Joseph Stokes and the kiln was
mentioned here. I concluded that he had probably owned it from about
1660, when Charles II was on the on the throne and New House was less
than 60 years old. How different life here must have been at that time. I
was able to trace the Reeves family who followed until 1860, when it was
sold to William Plaskett who had previously been the landlord of the Kings
Head. He, being childless, left it to his niece Mary Ann Atkey, nee Shelley. I
was subsequently able to trace the owners until the present day.
More recently, I decided to obtain Mary Ann Atkey's will from the National
Archives. By the time the will was written, in 1900, she had re-married, her
surname then being Noake.
I was truly astonished when I read the will, since some 37 or so properties
which she owned were described. The property where she lived was
Redlynch Lodge (then called Redlynch Villa) which her uncle had
remodelled from a fairly humble cottage. The adjoining brick kiln in Kiln
Lane was still being run by Mary Ann at this time.
Continued on next page >>>>>>
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A Will with a Great Surprise (continued)
In addition there were 6 further cottages in Kiln Lane all identified by the
tenants' names. There were '2 pairs of cottages' near St Mary's Church and
Bundy's butcher's shop believed to be near Goggs Lane. Four cottages
along The Ridge were described and I have been able to identify three of
these through the 1901 census. The fourth was tenanted by Mr Brabrook
and included the adjoining field.
There were 11 properties in Morgan's Vale, one of which was described as
a house with garden, orchard and a carpenters shop which was in the
occupation of the Right Honourable the Earl Nelson. Three cottages in
Downton were also mentioned in the will, one in Moot Lane, one in Barford
Lane and the other described as a 'house and land opposite the Post
Office'.
Of particular interest were two cottages and rear land in Woodfalls which I
presume were in Vale Road since the land is described as being used as a
steam saw mill and the cottages in the occupation of Green and Moody;
this was known as Green's saw mill (now Greens Meade). The Old Inn,
further along The Ridge, was also owned by Mary Ann and was let to
Strong & Co. What is now the playing field and club on the corner of The
Ridge and Whiteshoot and next to the Bat and Ball (now The Woodfalls
Inn) is described as being 3 acres more or less and was let to Mr Wilkins.
Whiteshoot Farm was also part of Mary Ann's estate 'together with the
sand and gravel pits, the stock and the arable and pasture land'. This
property was formerly occupied by her maternal grandparents William and
Betsy Cooper. Down at Loosehanger she also owned 3 cottages.
Mary Ann's uncle, William Plaskett, through whom I believe she inherited
most of these properties, came from a very humble background and during
my initial research I had gained the impression that he had accumulated a
substantial amount of wealth but until reading this will I never imagined that
he owned so many properties in the village, some of which were of some
note.
I am continuing my research.
Malcolm Birch, a member of the Redlynch and District Local History Society
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Downton Clubs and Societies
Allotments Association ………………………………………
Barford Day Centre……………………………………………
BWSC Association Chairman ………………………………
BWSC Bowling Club …………………………………………..
BWSC Social Club ……………………………………………..
Cuckoo Fair Committee ……………………….................
DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+…………
Downton Angling Society …………………………………..
Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............
Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ………………………
Downton Band Secretary ……………………………………
Downton Community Choir ………………………………..
Downton Community Pre-School ………………...........
Downton Country Market …………………………………..
Downton Football Club ………………………………………
Downton Green Group ………………………………………
Downton History Group
Downton Horticultural Society ……………………………
Downton Lace Group ……………………………...............
Downton Leisure Centre …………………………………….
Downton Link …………………………………………………..
Downton Millennium Green Trust ………………………..
Downton Parish Council Clerk ……………………………..
Downton Society …………………………………...............
Downton Society Footpath Group ……………………….
Downton Tennis Club ……………………………..............
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society ………………….
Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..
Good Companions …………………………………………….
Guides:
Rainbows ……………………………………
First Downton Brownies ………………..
First Downton Guides ……………………
Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) …………………………….
Longwater Tai Chi …………………………………………….
Memorial Hall Bookings …………………………..............
Parochial Church Council ……………………………………
Royal British Legion …………………………………………..
Scouts:
Beavers ….………………………………….
Cubs ………………………………………….
Scouts ….……………………………………
St Laurence Sunday School ………………………………..
The Moot – Friends of the Moot ………………………….
The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust ……………………
Wessex Cancer Trust …………………………………………

Susan Barnhurst-Davies …….. 01725 512963
Jeremy Parsons………………… 01725 512963
Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019
Mike Hallam
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com
Mr Simon Bromilow ..……….. 07785 265019
Mr T Pike ………………………..
01725 511332
Mr P Rhoades ………………….
01725 514792
Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908
Mr Roy Powell …………………
01725 511324
07826 754615
Mrs Heather Borrelli …………
Danie Williams ………………..
07535 994164
Kate Edgar ……………………..
01725 512635
01725 511178
Becci Lanham …………………
Mrs D Rochefort ………………
07733 363041
Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600
Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504
Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759
Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656
Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649
Dave Taylor …………….
01725 513668
Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807
Sue Larkin ……………….........
01725 511209
Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com
Mrs Martina Coleman ……….
01725 512556
SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846
01725 510601
Mrs Julia Whitmarsh …………
Sam Bennie …………………….
07866 318497
Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611
Liz Jennings
Istdowntonguides@gmail.com
Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258
Jane Launchbury ………........
01725 514546
Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818
Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738
Mr Paul Hammond …………
07710 425983
Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com
01725 513869
Dr J McGee ……………………..
Mrs J Greville-Heygate ……..
01725 511755
Mr Dave Webber………………
01725 513759
01725 511196
Mrs Enid Crook ………………..

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions
(Amended June 2020)
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Advertisements – October 2020
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per
annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt,
11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month.
Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons). State Registered.
Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca
treatment, diabetic foot assessment. Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280.
Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50,
20ft x 10ft - £90. Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332.
Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales. Over 30 years' experience. Help to
set up new equipment or advice given on older sets. Contact Ian Harris on
01747 870822 or 07921 194816.



To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576)
Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in
February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586)
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the November issue to be emailed to the
Editor by 14th October. Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a
paper copy.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not
be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart and
photographs are welcome.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
_____________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility
can be accepted for any errors of fact printed in the Parish News.

