St Laurence Church Downton
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or
requests for pastoral visits, should be made to
The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson.
Tel. 01725 510326. Email: fateamrector@outlook.com
Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons 01725 512738
Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons 01725 512738
Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold 01722 710341
Sunday School: Dr Janet McKee 01725 513869
Church Flowers: Mrs V Ekins D. 510233 & Mrs J Truscott D. 510733
Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
For our latest news see our website and Facebook page.
If you would like to receive the Vicar’s daily reflection
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through
prayer, learning together & serving the local community”
St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches,
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford.
_______________________________
Downton Parish News is published 10 times a year. Information
for contributors and advertisers will be found at the back
of the magazine, together with details of home delivery.

1

From Canon Anthony Hawley:
“The Chinese use two brush strokes to write the word ‘crisis’. One brush
stroke stands for danger; the other for opportunity. In a crisis, be aware of
the danger – but recognise the opportunity.” These well-known words of
John F. Kennedy seem particularly appropriate today in the strange COVID19 world in which we find ourselves, together with almost all our fellow
human beings on the planet.
And yes, so many people have recognised the opportunity, aware of the
danger. We thank God for what has been, and is being achieved, not only in
the NHS and public services, but also in the unleashing of imaginative
entrepreneurism in businesses, in the welling up of voluntary goodwill
carried out with boundless energy. From the astonishing Captain Tom
Moore to the unsung local heroes all of us could name, it is indeed a
remarkable time, not least with a welcome reawakening of the ‘importance
of the local’.
Back in the middle of March (which seems ages ago now), I read this: “We
are in the midst of a highly teachable moment. There’s no doubt that this
period will be referred to for the rest of our lifetimes. We have a chance to
go deep, and to go broad. Globally, we’re in this together. Depth is being
forced on us by great suffering, which as I like to say, always leads to great
love.”
The prophet Isaiah urged his listeners to think about their current situation,
and see the hand of God at work: Behold, I am doing a new thing: do you
not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19). For us in our situation, the month of May
ends with the great festival of Pentecost, when Christians celebrate the
coming of God’s Holy Spirit bringing new life, purpose and power into a
small and uncertain band of people, living almost in lockdown, waiting for a
new thing to happen. For us, it’s surely a good opportunity for us ‘to go deep
and to go broad.’
Anthony Hawley
Anthony Hawley lives in Redlynch. He is a retired priest
in the Forest & Avon Team.
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES
Following guidance from the Archbishops, all Church of England church
buildings are currently closed not only for public worship, but for private
prayer as well. However, as of 11th May the priest may now offer prayer in
church on their own. Although sadly at the
moment we cannot have our building open
for all, even so as the Church our prayer
and service for our community continues
across the village. We are continuing to
pray for everyone.
Regular Sunday services are being recorded in church by Rev Frank
Gimson, which are available to watch through the church website,
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk. In addition, Morning Worship is being said
by the Vicar on Wednesday mornings in church. There are service sheets
on the website which can be viewed or downloaded, enabling
those at home to join in with prayers and responses.
The Vicar will ring the church bell at 10.30am on Wednesdays
and Sundays, as a call to worship.
If you would like to follow the readings for the Sundays in June they are:
Sunday 7th June 2020
Trinity Sunday
1st Reading Isaiah 40:12-17,27-31
Gospel
Matthew 28:16-20
Sunday 14th June 2020
First Sunday after Trinity
1st Reading Romans 5:1-8
Gospel
Matthew 9:35 – 10:8
Sunday 21st June 2020
Second Sunday after Trinity
1st Reading Romans 6:1b-11
Gospel
Matthew 10:24-39
Thursday 28th June 2020 Third Sunday after Trinity
1st Reading Jeremiah 28:5-9
Gospel
Matthew 10:40-end
We will resume services in church as soon as we can.
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Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
Normally there are services on 1st and 3rd Sundays, and 2nd and 4th
Mondays each month, but there will be no worship or meetings at the
church until further notice.
For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet,
contact: Graham Tanner: tel: O1725 512648
or email: atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com

..……………………………………………………………………………

Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
Normally we gather every Thursday at 6.30 pm, but all public masses and
prayer services are cancelled until further notice.
In the meantime, St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
More details at www.salisburycatholics.org or
St Osmund's Church, Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581 Email: office@salisburycatholics.org

….……..……………………………………………………………………

Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Normally Services are held on Sundays at 10.30 am and 6.30 pm; and
on Thursdays at 11.30 am. At present all of our services and groups are
suspended until further notice.
Online services are on the Downton Baptist Church website.
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ulyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: www.downtonbaptist.org

….……..……………………………………………………………………

Tune in to Church Services on Radio
The Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Longwave Mon - Fri at 09.45,
Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 at 08.10
Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3
on Wednesdays at 15.30 and Sundays at 15.00
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Prayer Diary for June
1
2
3
4
5
6

Peace in the World
Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
The Bereaved
Our Church School – children in school and those distance learning
Churches Together in Downton
All visitors to our Churches - pausing for a moment outside or

joining us through our websites
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Our Team Rector and family
Those who care for loved ones at home (National Carers Week)
All who have lost their jobs or are unable to find work
Trafalgar School at Downton
All key workers
Those who are ill and their families
Our community life - groups unable to meet
Growing through God’s Word
Those in Residential & Nursing Homes
Those at work worried about social distancing
All who minister to the sick
Those who produce our Parish magazine
Our witness as a Church
School Governors
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories
Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising
Young people – especially those worried by cancellation of exams
Those alone and depressed
Politicians and their advisors
Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
Our Bishops
Volunteers helping others in their community
St Peter - those due to be ordained this year
Our Parochial Church Council (PCC)

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns.
If you have any suggestions for inclusion in this diary, please have a word
with the Team Rector.
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In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in our
community, during June we will be offering prayers
for:

Barford Lane, Standlynch,
West Wick, Clearbury View,
Moot Close and Eastman Close
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
You can request prayers at any time – not just when
your road is on the monthly list.
For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk

Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third
Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church.
However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider
congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular
roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at:
10.30am Wednesday 17th June 2020
please note change of time
⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

The good thing about prayer is that there’s only one way to go
wrong, and that’s not to do it. If prayer at its simplest level is
listening to God and talking to Him, you don’t necessarily need
long books to tell you how to do it. – Anon
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COVID–19 Update from Downton Surgery (May 2020)
One of the most challenging things about coronavirus is the
uncertainty: not knowing who has the infection or when it’s safe to
return to normal life. The government is gradually easing restrictions
but it remains imperative that we all continue to practice social
distancing to keep the spread of the virus under control. We have
many vulnerable patients and a large proportion of our population
remain shielded until 30th June. With this at the forefront of our
minds, our doors will remain closed for the time being to reduce face
to face contact and to continue to protect our Surgery Team and
Community alike. You can of course continue to have a telephone or
virtual appointment with the doctors and the current services are
summarised below:
Appointments - GP telephone triage appointments / video
consultations and urgent nurse appointments for essential dressings
and bloods.
Online Services – We would strongly encourage you to sign up if you
have not already done so - facilities include ordering repeat
medication (simply email downton.surgery@nhs.net with your
name, address, mobile number if available and Date of Birth with a
copy of your photo ID - driving licence or passport - and we will set
you up with a password).
Social Support – You may receive a call from our team to check how
you are doing, please do not be shy, if you are struggling to cope and
need help with prescriptions, shopping or are feeling isolated, etc
please let us know. With your permission we will do our very best to
either match you to a volunteer, or signpost you to one of the many
resources we have available.
If you would like to add your name to the list of volunteers, or
indeed are struggling with anything and would like a hand you can
email our Social Prescriber, Carol at downton.surgery@nhs.net or
ring the surgery 01725 510296.
Continued >>>>>
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Mobile Telephone Service – Please can we emphasise the
importance of having a mobile phone contact for you. If you own
one, a compatible smart phone will allow us to use facilities such as
video consultation and to send out important COVID-19 messages.
Dispensing of Medication - due to unprecedented demand please
allow at least 5 working days between ordering and collecting, also
the way you collect them has changed – please use the window at
the side of the surgery and respect the 2 metre social distancing
rules when queueing.
New Medications Delivery Service: during the COVID-19 Lockdown
we are offering a free delivery service to our dispensary patients
who are in isolation (over 70s / shielding population).
Coronavirus Testing – If you have symptoms, you may qualify for a
test either at a regional test site drive-through appointment or via
home test kit which you can order on the government website.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-gettingtested#who-can-be-tested. Testing is most effective within 3 days of
symptoms developing and is currently available to all essential key
workers; anyone over 65; anyone with symptoms whose work
cannot be done from home; care home residents; anyone who has
symptoms of coronavirus and lives with any of those identified
above. Guidelines are constantly changing so please check the
website for the latest advice.
Rainbow Art: We are happy to accept rainbow artwork to brighten
up our surgery walls.
A BIG THANK YOU! to all our patients for the lovely comments and
messages of support we have received and an even BIGGER THANK
YOU! to everyone who has offered their assistance over the past few
weeks, it has been amazing to see the community in action.

STAY WELL & STAY SAFE!
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Covid-19 Downton Village Volunteer Scheme – still ongoing
Although the Government has started to relax the lock down regulations,
some of you will still be shielding, or living with someone who is shielding,
for the next few weeks. Therefore, we would like to remind everyone that
the Covid-19 village volunteer scheme is still running and available to
anyone requiring assistance at this time.
If you are unable to leave your home, you may ask for help with tasks such
as shopping, collecting prescriptions or dog walking. It may be that up to
now these tasks have been carried out for you by a friend or neighbour, but
this person is no longer able to do so – perhaps they have gone back to
work or have become ill themselves. If this is the case, please do contact
your named street volunteer. He or she will have posted a note through
your door outlining this help, at the beginning of the lock down period.
However, if you no longer have this note, please do contact your area
coordinator listed below:
Becky Cornell: Moot Lane area
Cornellbecky@hotmail.com or 07887 612439
Jane Brentor: The Borough, High Street areas
Janebren555@gmail.com or 07979 630588
Hilary Mace: A338 and west Downton
Hilary.mace@outlook.com or 07760 415818


Action on Hearing Loss
Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information
Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time being
due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you if you
are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At this time
I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on how to get
the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and information on
hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643,
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
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Over 6,000 calls in first 48 hours to ‘Daily Hope’
A free phone line offering hymns, prayers,
and reflections 24 hours a day while church
buildings are closed because of the
coronavirus received more than 6,000 calls in
the first 48 hours.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently launched ‘Daily Hope’
as a simple new way to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes,
during the lockdown period.
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been
set up particularly with those unable to join online church services in mind.
The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as
through the Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and
the Christian charity Faith in Later Life.
Within 48 hours the line had received more than 6,000 calls from across the
country, with many being referred by friends, family or members. Calls have
so far spanned more than 50,000 minutes, with some of those accessing
the service listening to the music, prayers and reflections for up to 50
minutes at a time.
The Revd Canon Dave Male, the Church of England’s Director of
Evangelism and Discipleship, said: “The volume of calls shows that Daily
Hope is meeting a need. We have a duty in these strange and difficult times
to find new ways of bringing prayer and worship to people wherever they
are, and this is one more way of helping people to connect with God from
their own homes. This is such a simple idea – planned and launched all
within a few short weeks by a small dedicated team – but I pray it will bring
real comfort, hope and inspiration to people at this time.”
Callers to the line hear a short greeting from the Archbishop before being
able to choose from a range of options, including hymns, prayers,
reflections and advice on COVID-19.
Options available include materials also made available digitally by the
Church of England’s Communications team such as Prayer During the Day
and Night Prayer, updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of
the Church of England weekly national online service.
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The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 11 th
May 2020 as a virtual meeting using Zoom. This was permitted under new
legislation contained in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. Seven members of the
public were present.
Chair and Vice-Chair: No members put themselves forward to be the
Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council for the year and so these roles will
continue to be elected each month.
Wiltshire Council matters: Cllr Clewer reported that:
• Due to Covid-19 Wiltshire Council had an overspend of £60-80 million
although HM Government had given the Council a grant of £26 million
so far.
• The Wiltshire Hub was running well and local communities had a
surplus of volunteers. There was also a surplus of NHS volunteers
who had been recruited but for whom there were insufficient tasks.
• He urged Downton Football Club to progress promptly their applicant
for a 3G pitch and to include within the application how they will raise
the funding for the pitch’s regular maintenance.
Downton Football Club: The Council gave its ‘in principle’ support to the
Club’s plans to investigate and submit grant applications for the installation
of a 3G (artificial) pitch at the football ground.
Bridge project: The Council approved the funding for ecology and
topographical surveys, drawings and preliminary design for the bridge
ahead of the submission of a planning application.
Vacancies: There are currently 7 vacancies for councillors on the Parish
Council. If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a
councillor, please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of the Council will be held virtually on Monday 8 th June
2020 at 7.30 pm. Please contact the Clerk for the login details.
Bev Cornish. Clerk to Downton Parish Council.
West View, Slab Lane, Downton, SP5 3PS Tel 01725 513874
Email: clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Downton Parish Council
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The Gap in your May Calendar
and the Hole in Church Finances
Many readers of the magazine will have noticed that they did not
spend the first Saturday in May at the Cuckoo Fair and, possibly, the
days before it cooking and otherwise preparing for and then
operating St Laurence Larder in the Memorial Hall. This event is the
church’s largest fundraiser of the year. Together with the Fete it
provides the money to cover around two months’ expenditure of the
church.
Although some of the costs will reduce while the church is not using
the building, many of them continue. We still need to pay our
contribution to the Diocese (which pays for our clergy and other
central church support); and our insurance at over £5,000 a year still
needs to be paid.
If you missed being involved in Cuckoo Fair activities, will you
consider making a donation equivalent to what you might have spent
as your contribution to the Cuckoo Fair and St Laurence Larder?
There is absolutely no obligation to do so, but any contributions of
whatever size will be appreciated.
Contributions can be left at or posted to the church Treasurer at 142
The Borough, SP5 3LT. You can also pay directly to the PCC bank
account which is:
St Laurence Downton PCC
Sort code:

08 92 99

Account no:

65475214

Thank you for reading this, and in advance for your thoughts and
your contributions.
Mark Merrill,
Church Treasurer.
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‘REMOTE REPAIR’ goes from strength to strength.
Since adapting around the Big ‘C’, by having a drop-off point on
Wednesday & Friday mornings at Brambles, Vicarage Rd, Lover SP5
2PG, many people have been able to leave items for repair, and
received a phone call to pick up when completed. So much so that
since starting, due to people’s generosity, we have raised over £500
towards our local NHS.
We will consider repairing all domestic items:
Broken clocks, Electrical Goods, Furniture, Ceramics, Toys, Dolls’
Houses etc. In fact if you can get it in the boot of your car we will give
it a look.
So, as the restrictions are slowly eased, why not pop your item in to
us. Our slogan is

“Do Not Bin It We May Fix It”
On arrival you will find the Garage door open to allow you to ‘Drop
Off’ and you can book the item in (from 2m away) at an adjoining
window. Hand Sanitiser will be available. We will strictly follow all
Government Guidelines regarding social distancing etc.
Contact Paul on 01725 510753 for further details.


Downton’s Mobile Post Office
Every Friday Morning
Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground:
9.00 am till 10.00 am
- - - - - - - - - - - -

The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am
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Welcoming Downton’s swifts
It is inspiring to see swifts, which never leave the air other than to nest,
returning from their long flight from Africa to the place where they raised
young the previous year. Their dramatic flight and very audible screaming
are one of the delights of spring and early summer.
Over the last two years efforts have been underway in the village to help
combat the alarming decline in the number of these remarkable birds. Since
loss of nest sites is one of the primary reasons for this decline, it is vitally
important to protect existing nest sites and to provide nest boxes to
compensate for those often lost in the course of building renovations.
Working together with Salisbury and Wilton Swifts, nest sites have been
identified and boxes installed, including those at the Primary School and St
Laurence Church. Monitoring is continuing this year, and it will be helpful to
have any input from observations around the village.
To share any sightings locally go to Downton Green Group’s Facebook
page.
For more information on swifts and efforts to help them go to
salisburyandwiltonswifts.org
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DOWNTON LINK SCHEME
Good neighbour volunteers available if you need help
with transport to hospital, the surgery etc.
There is no charge but Link depends on donations
from those who use the service.
For further information ring 01725 513807 Monday to Friday 9 am - 5 pm

More Volunteer drivers are needed for Link
Do you think you might be able to offer a few hours a week as a
volunteer driver? Volunteering can be rewarding and it is certainly
worthwhile - you can choose when and how much time you can offer,
and drivers receive a mileage allowance.
Why not call the Transport Co-ordinator on 01725 513807 or email
info@downtonlink.org.uk for a ‘no commitment’ chat to find out more?


Downton Horticultural Society
Unfortunately our Summer Show which was due to be held on Saturday 6th
June has been cancelled. At this stage we are hopeful that the Autumn
Show will go ahead, but we will just have to wait and see.
Our committee have been asked to come up with any hints or tips that other
gardeners might find interesting:
Now that our plants are growing rapidly it is worth remembering that you
can minimise weeding and improve moisture retention by mulching around
the plants. According to the RHS the best materials include leaf mould,
garden compost, spent mushroom compost, wood chippings, processed
conifer bark, and well-rotted manure.
Do not be too hasty in making changes to your garden. It is far better to live
with it throughout a season to see what you like and dislike, and then make
small changes as desired.
Gardening is therapeutic and calms the mind, so in today’s troubled world it
is important to get out in your garden and, most of all, enjoy it.
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)
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Good Companions
We are all missing our weekly meetings but are keeping in touch by phone.
During one call we learned that Christopher Amos Parsons had died on 19th
April 2020, a few months short of his 91st birthday. Chris was a quiet, gentle
man and had been a member for a great number of years. He also loved
going to the Baptist Church on Thursdays for the coffee morning, service
and lunch, and to the Barford Day Centre on a Wednesday.
His funeral took place outside at the back of the Baptist Church on 6th May
2020 at 11.00 am, where up to twenty of us were able to attend, with well
distanced spacing of chairs. Jennie, Chris’s daughter, was joined by two
family members who had travelled from Dorset. The day was sunny and
windless, with petals floating from the trees and birds singing as we sang
‘All things bright and beautiful’ and ‘Abide with me’, chosen by Chris. It felt
as if we had been given a glimpse of heaven. Julie Beckett read the Tribute
to Chris, and in the Address by Revd Philip Rhoades we learned that Chris
had a good singing voice; he was a good caring husband to his late wife,
and a good caring father.
Chris loved taking himself off for the day on the bus, but made sure he was
home in time to prepare a meal for when Jennie came home from work.
Chris had a variety of jobs over the years, the last one as a conductor on
the buses from Ringwood.
There were many who wanted to pay tribute to him, but were unable to
attend. A book made up of their thoughts and tributes to Chris was handed
to Jennie at the end of the service when his coffin was laid in the grave.
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Covid-19 and the environment
No one would wish the current crisis on the world and nor
would anyone want the deaths and economic losses and
uncertainty that has come with it. However, it can be a time
of learning and new experiences.
We have heard the birds differently; we have seen the stars in clear skies,
pollution has reduced considerably across the world and people have learnt
that it is possible to travel less and save food, eating more local produce.
The world is beginning to go back ‘to normal’ but people talk about a ‘new
normal’ and we can all apply the learning from our experiences. It will be all
too easy to fall back into old ways but perhaps we can stop and think
whether we really need to use the car, attend all those meetings, travel
every day to work, buy food that we do not need and roar around in noisy
cars and motor bikes that hide the natural sounds around us.
Of course we will appreciate seeing relatives and friends in real space
rather than the virtual moving pictures of computer screens but maybe we
can use the freedom that we will hopefully be able to have again in the
future in a more thoughtful way and in a way that is environmentally friendly.
www.downtongreengroup.org.uk
‘encouraging sustainable living within our local community’.
Phone 01725 511649 or 511055 for more information

Are you looking for ideas for birthday presents
or a gift for friends and family?
Why not buy a Downton Cuckoo Fair bag or tea towel?
Contact Edna Pike on 01725 511332
Cotton shopping bags
Jute Shopping bags
Tea towels

£3 each
£4 each
£2.50 each
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Historical fund raising event in the Moot in June
An extract from the Parish News of 1898
The two plays of Shakespeare, ‘Comedy of errors’ at 3.40pm
and ‘Twelfth Night’ at 8.30pm, with limelight, were admirably
performed by Mr Ben Grant’s company in the ancient
amphitheatre of the Moot, amid surroundings which charmed
both audience and actors. The Sarum Orpheus Society kindly supplied
music behind the trees.
There were nearly 1,700 persons present in the Grounds on Wednesday
[22nd]; and on Thursday [23rd] when the Bazaar opened at 4pm about 1,300
visitors came. The Railway company provided special trains in both
directions. On Thursday evening a concert was given at 8pm by members
of the Choral Society and others under Mr Northover’s direction, and
afterwards a display of fireworks was given, the effect of which across the
pond was very beautiful.
On both days Maypole Dances were performed by school children under
the direction of Miss C. Hooker, which were highly appreciated; and the
performances were brought to an end each evening by a torchlight
procession and dance, arranged by Miss Squarey and Mr Penny. The
Downton Band, led by Mr C. Fanner, performed excellently throughout. The
whole fete was a brilliant success, and our thanks are heartily given to Mr
and Mrs Squarey for the use of their grounds, and all who took part in the
work and arrangements.
The total receipts were £286.11s.4d, total expenses £131.1s.8d, leaving net
proceeds £155.9s.8d, which has been placed in the Churchwardens’ hands
to defray the adverse balance in the church accounts at Easter last, and Mr
Bunting’s charge for the West Window restoration, to provide new cassocks
and surplices for the choir, and some other requisite works at their
discretion.

If your family are related to any of the people mentioned here, or you have
additional information about the event, please contact the editor
(alovelockjones@waitrose.com).
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Changing times
Some come early while other, later shoppers stand in a line two metres
apart, waiting turns to enter the only shops open for food in this time of the
Corona pandemic: The Co-op and the Downton Butchers.
Looking back in history, during the twentieth century (admittedly not a time
when the village was troubled by a pandemic) Downton was pretty much
self-sufficient. From the Headlands through the Borough, the High Street
and as far as Slab Lane, the shops of this village could supply pretty much
all your needs.
There were greengrocers and banks, post offices, hardware, coal
merchants and florists, haberdashers, a dress shop and milliners, shoe
repairers and cycle shops. Also corn merchants and saddlers, smithies and
chemists; bakers, sweet shops and newsagents. There was a vet, a toy
shop and a pet shop, even a clock maker and basket makers. Not forgetting
that once there were the five pubs too. Not all at the same time, but a great
variety of businesses served the population.
Mitchel’s grocers and provision store stood where the Co-op is now, and on
the corner of Slab Lane was Reffells’ the butchers. But those shopping then
certainly did not have to wait patiently two metres apart!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What’s that bird? … or butterfly
Many people going out for their daily exercise are reporting how well they can
hear the birds singing, now that the background noise of traffic has mostly
gone. You may be good at identifying birds if you can see them, but wouldn't
it be great to identify a bird just from its song alone?
Help is at hand! Go to the RSPB website www.rspb.org.uk where you can
see accurate drawings of over 250 species, and listen to their songs. You can
also find further information on each species, with videos, photographs,
illustrations and other helpful articles. Find out about Wildlife Gardening,
activities for children, nature reserves and much more.
There are many species of butterfly you may come across as well, and help
for identifying them can be found at https://butterfly-conservation.org/
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society
Well Spring is officially here and after a period of rain our lovely
gardens are truly coming to life with an abundance of flowers
and foliage for us to enjoy.
As flower arrangers we will often forage in our gardens for
something to bring into the house, so why not do the same. A few stems in a
simple vase or jam jar can brighten a room or table, it doesn't have to be
huge in size or quantity. At the time of writing this I have Aquilegia (Granny’s
bonnet), Chives, Saxifraga (London Pride), Honeysuckle, Alliums and a
scattering of Cow Parsley in my own garden. When out for my daily walk I
can see some of the glorious flowers in other people’s gardens too,
Camellia, Lilac, Clematis, Azalea and Rhododendron, so wonderful and
uplifting.
A combination of any of these would look very pretty, so when you go into
your own garden take a jug of water with you, cut your stems and put them
straight into the jug. Do this first thing in the morning, then re-cut the stems
as you arrange them in your vase/jar and enjoy! A simple pleasure and free
too.
Let us all hope that before too long we will be able to get back together to
enjoy the things we love with our families and friends. When we do I hope
that you might join us at the Flower Club for some fun, flowers and
friendship. Until then stay safe and well and take care.
Martina Coleman, Chairperson (01725 512556)

Rainfall report for April
Despite it being the sunniest April ever, we still had 2.82 inches
of rain, which over the years is about average for this month.
M.C.
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Downton Clubs and Societies
Allotments Association ………………………………………
Barford Day Centre……………………………………………
BWSC Association Chairman ………………………………
BWSC Bowling Club …………………………………………..
BWSC Social Club ……………………………………………..
Cuckoo Fair Committee ……………………….................
DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+…………
Downton Angling Society …………………………………..
Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............
Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ………………………
Downton Band Secretary ……………………………………
Downton Community Choir ………………………………..
Downton Community Pre-School ………………...........
Downton Country Market …………………………………..
Downton Football Club ………………………………………
Downton Green Group ………………………………………
Downton Judo and Self Defence School ……………….
Downton History Group ……………………………………..
Downton Horticultural Society ……………………………
Downton Lace Group ……………………………...............
Downton Leisure Centre …………………………………….
Downton Link …………………………………………………..
Downton Millennium Green Trust ………………………..
Downton Parish Council Clerk ……………………………..
Downton Society …………………………………...............
Downton Society Footpath Group ……………………….
Downton Tennis Club ……………………………..............
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society ………………….
Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..
Good Companions …………………………………………….
Guides:
Rainbows ……………………………………
First Downton Brownies ………………..
First Downton Guides ……………………
Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) …………………………….
Longwater Tai Chi …………………………………………….
Memorial Hall Bookings …………………………..............
Panda Club (Toddlers) ……………………………………….
Parochial Church Council ……………………………………
Royal British Legion …………………………………………..
Scouts:
Beavers ….………………………………….
Cubs ………………………………………….
Scouts ….……………………………………
St Laurence Sunday School ………………………………..
The Moot – Friends of the Moot ………………………….
The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust ……………………
Wessex Cancer Trust …………………………………………

Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Jeremy Parsons………………..
01725 512963
Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019
Mr Alan Waters ……………….. 01725 512531
Mr T Pike ………………………..
01725 511332
01725 511332
Mr T Pike ………………………..
Mr P Rhoades ………………….
01725 514792
Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908
01725 511324
Mr Roy Powell …………………
Mrs Heather Borrelli …………
07826 754615
07535 994164
Danie Williams ………………..
Kate Edgar ……………………..
01725 512635
Becci Lanham …………………
01725 511178
07733 363041
Mrs D Rochefort ………………
Mr Jim Blake ……………........
07712 180548
Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504
01725 510616
Mr David Fuller …………........
Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759
Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656
Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649
Mr Paul Etheridge ……………. 01725 513668
Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807
Sue Larkin ……………….........
01725 511209
Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
01725 514537
Phil Rogers ……………………..
Mrs Martina Coleman ……….
01725 512556
SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846
01725 510601
Mrs Julia Whitmarsh …………
Sam Bennie …………………….
07866 318497
Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611
Liz Jennings
Istdowntonguides@gmail.com
Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258
Jane Launchbury ………........
01725 514546
Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818
Jessica Sims ……………………. 07714 339711
Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738
07710 425983
Mr Paul Hammond …………
Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com
Dr J McGee ……………………..
01725 513869
Mrs J Greville-Heygate ……..
01725 511755
01725 513759
Mr Dave Webber………………
Mrs Enid Crook ………………..
01725 511196

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions
(Amended April 2020)
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Advertisements – June 2020
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per
annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt,
11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month.
Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons). State Registered.
Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca
treatment, diabetic foot assessment. Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280.
Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50,
20ft x 10ft - £90. Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332.
Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales. Over 30 years' experience. Help to
set up new equipment or advice given on older sets. Contact Ian Harris on
01747 870822 or 07921 194816.


To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576)
Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in
February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586)
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the July issue to be emailed to the Editor
by 14th June. Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a paper copy.
NB: We also hope to produce an online version of this magazine for
the month of August.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not
be used. While the magazine is online only, coloured clipart and
photographs are welcome.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
_____________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility
can be accepted for any errors of fact printed in the Parish News.

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818

01725 511138

