St Laurence Church Downton
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or
requests for pastoral visits, should be made to
The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson.
Tel. 01725 510326 Email: fateamrector@outlook.com
Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons 01725 512738
Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons 01725 512738
Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold 01722 710341
Sunday School: Dr Janet McGee 01725 513869
Church Flowers: Mrs A Gates 01725 514674
& Mrs G White 01725 510733
Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
For our latest news see our website and Facebook page.
If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through
prayer, learning together & serving the local community”
St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches,
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford.
Downton Parish News is currently published online every month.
Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the
back of the magazine.

1
From Rev Veronica Batchelor
Team Priest in the Forest and Avon Team
Christ is in Christmas
Since March, the year 2020 has not been anything we might have
planned or hoped for and it seems Christmas will be no exception.
The Prime Minister warned only a few weeks ago that Christmas is
going to be ‘very different this year’. Some of our Christmas family
traditions, parties and celebratory meals will either have to be
amended or cancelled. For some this will mean families are not able
to gather safely, others will miss the excitement of the build-up to
Christmas and some will look forward to planning a simpler but still
meaningful Christmas with reduced glitter and expense.
On that very first Christmas, Mary and Joseph couldn’t plan for the
birth of their son any more than Mary could have planned her
pregnancy. There wasn’t an endless list of required items and there
wasn’t a nursery to decorate, in fact quite the opposite, there wasn’t
any room available not even a wooden crib. The only decoration
would have been dust and cobwebs along with the smell of the
animals. Despite the reality of these harsh conditions Mary and
Joseph were not alone. God was with them.
This December our plans for Christmas may not be what we would
like, with less gifts under the tree, fewer people sat around the table
and smaller congregations in church. Sad as that is, we need to hold
on to the simple truth that God is with us whatever the situation. So,
whatever your plan, remember Christ is in Christmas!
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES
On Sunday 6th December we resume our worship together in Church.
There will a service each Sunday morning at 10:30am, which will be Holy
Communion on 6th and 13th December and Morning Prayer on 20th
December. Thereafter, restrictions allowing, we will have a service of Holy
Communion each week except for the third Sunday of each month when it
will be Morning Prayer. If you wish to come to a service please let the Vicar
know by emailing fateamrector@outlook.com or calling the Vicar on 01725
510326 or Jo Parsons on 01725 512738, to give an idea of numbers.
Please also see the guidance for services on the website, which gives
details about what to expect if you are attending a service.
Arrangements over Christmas will be announced nearer the time - please
check our website or our Facebook page for any changes.
There will still be a recorded service for each Sunday, which will be
available to watch through the services page of the church website.
The Church will be open for private prayer on Wednesdays between 11am
and 12:30pm, and you are welcome to come and spend some quiet time.
Morning Worship will continue to be said by the Vicar at 10.30am on
Wednesdays in church but this is not a public or recorded service. On the
third Wednesday of the month he will incorporate our Roads to God
prayers (see page 5).
If you would like to follow the readings for the Sundays in December they are:
Sunday 6th December 2020
Second Sunday of Advent
1st Reading Isaiah 40:1-11
Gospel
Mark 1:1-8
Sunday 13th December 2020
Third Sunday of Advent
1st Reading Isaiah 61:1-4,8-end
Gospel
John 1:6-8,19-28
Sunday 20th December 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
1st Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Gospel
Luke 1:26-38
Friday 25th December 2020
Christmas Day
1st Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
Gospel
Luke 2:1-14
Sunday 27th December 2020
St John the Apostle
1st Reading 1 John 1
Gospel
John 21:19b-end
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Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
December services are as follows:
6th 10am St Birinus led by Rev Veronica Batchelor
13th 10am St Mary’s led by Rev Veronica Batchelor
20th 10am Woodfalls Methodist led by Rev Philip Luscombe
24th 4pm Crib Service on Zoom
11pm Holy Communion St Birinus - Rev Veronica Batchelor
th
25 10am Family Service St Mary’s led by Rev Veronica Batchelor
27th 10am St Birinus led by Rev Veronica Batchelor
Everyone welcome, but please ring 07385 673249 to check there is a free
seat before you come - we haven't had to turn anyone away yet
but we have needed to put extra seats in porches at times.
For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet,
contact Graham Tanner, telephone 01725 512648;
email atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer.
The congregation hold a weekly Service of the Word by Zoom,
and a Mass is celebrated in the chapel at 6.30 pm
on every third Thursday of the month.
The next Mass will be on 17th December.
If you would like to join the Zoom service
please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665.
St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
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Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Current Services: Sunday Mornings at 10.30am:
Services are being held indoors with limited numbers.
The Service will be live streamed.
Online Services are on the Downton Baptist Church website.
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: www.downtonbaptist.org

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
A note from the editor:
The information in this magazine was correct at the time of writing,
but as we know, there can be changes in government regulations,
leading to events etc being cancelled. Please check with the
organisers of any activity listed here if you wish to be involved.
The December edition of the magazine usually has articles and
notices relating to January as well. This year it has been decided to
have a separate January 2021 magazine in order to carry updated
information. Look on the church website for it in late December.
If you wish to send any articles for publication in January please
send them to the editor by 20th December at the latest. Thank you.
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St Laurence’s Church Registers October 2020
Funerals:
2nd October – Peter Frederick Tanner (69)
30th October – Yvonne Patricia Griffiths (86)
Service at Test Valley Crematorium

Burial of Ashes:
9th October – Reginald Arthur Valentine
Kenchington
23rd October – Francis Albert Hatton
Jesus says “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden and I
will give you rest”
_______________________________________
In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in our
community, during December we will be offering
prayers for:
Weeke Close, Church Hatch, Hamilton Park,
Twynham Close, Waterside and Natanbury
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
You can request prayers at any time – not just when your road is on the
monthly list. For more information, please see our Roads to God page on
our website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third Wednesday of
the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church.
However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider
congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular roads in
our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at:
10.30am Wednesday 16th December 2020
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Prayer Diary for December
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

All who rely on food aid
The bereaved and all who mourn
Our Team Rector and family
Those made redundant or unable to find work
Our Church School
Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
All key workers
Those at University and College
Those in Residential & Nursing Homes
Politicians and their advisors
Those in financial difficulties
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories
Those at work worried about social distancing
All visitors to our Churches
Trafalgar School at Downton
Churches Together in Downton
Our preparation for Christmas
School Governors
Working together for the Church
Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising
Peace in the World
Those bereaved this year
Our Bishops and all Church Leaders
Christmas Eve - the homeless and refugees
Christmas Day - the alone and lonely
St Stephen - all persecuted for faith
St John - our witness as a Church
Holy Innocents - victims of violence
All who deny God
Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
All who have been baptised this year

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns. If you have any suggestions
for inclusion in this diary, please have a word with the Team Rector.
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Thank You
After many years of faithful service, Valerie Ekins and Joan Truscott
have both stood down from arranging and organising the flowers in
Church – Valerie after over 40 years, a truly amazing record.
We offer them a huge thank you for all their hard work and dedication.
Throughout they have worked quietly and efficiently in the background,
always reliable and dependable, ensuring that everything was ready on
time.
On top of that, together they co-ordinated the rota for many years and
Valerie has liaised with families and florists bringing in their own flowers
for particular services.
Our Church flowers have always been a delight to see, bringing colour
and vitality through the seasons as well as for special occasions from
festivals to weddings.
Valerie and Joan: our heartfelt thanks to you both.
We are grateful to Anne Gates and Gail White for taking over these
responsibilities.
Rev Frank Gimson

⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Action on Hearing Loss
Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information
Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time being
due to the Corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you if you
are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At this time
I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on how to get
the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and information on
hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643,
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818
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The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 9th November 2020
as a virtual meeting using Zoom. This was permitted under new legislation
contained in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.
Four members of the public were present.
Wiltshire Council matters: Cllr Clewer gave the following report:
• The pedestrianisation of Salisbury was not working well and the cycle
lane was not working well at all, with very few cyclists using it.
• The evidence of Covid-19 transmission in the county meant that firm
measures were likely to continue to be needed after the new lockdown
was over and this may extend to the end of January.
• He was dissatisfied with the action being taken by Wiltshire Police on
the matter of anti-social behaviour and proposed that a meeting be set
up with senior police officers, local council officers and the Parish
Council and possibly John Glen MP to try to find a way to resolve the
persistent issues which were becoming increasingly unacceptable.
Various Works Completed: The Council noted the following works
completed or about to be completed:
Bins: Nine bins were installed by the Council’s contractor on Thursday
15th and Friday 16th October.
Downton in Bloom: The planters were delivered by Doccombe Global
Logistics and held within their warehouse for a week. Volunteers installed
them on the Greens and in Moot Lane on Wednesday 4th November before
lockdown commenced. They are planted with 600 daffodil bulbs.
Tree Works: The Council’s contractor carried out the identified works to
the trees in the Cemetery on Tuesday 10th November. Further work will be
carried out on an agreed date in the next month to the trees in the play
area at Charlton.
Bus Shelters: The bus shelter at the Headlands has been repaired.
Drains: The drains on The Borough were cleared on Tuesday 20th
October. The drains on Lode Hill from the steelworks to Moot Lane were
cleared on Sunday 1st November.
Continued on next page >>>
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Parish Council – continued
Vacancies: There are currently seven vacancies for councillors on the
Parish Council. If you are interested, please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of the Council will be held virtually on Monday 14th
December 2020 at 7.30 pm. Please see the published Agenda or contact
the Clerk for the login details.
Bev Cornish, Clerk to Downton Parish Council,
West View, Slab Lane, Downton, SP5 3PS Tel 01725 513874
Email: clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Downton Parish Council
___________________________

Lode Hill Road Closure from 30th November for approx. 12 days
The area of the closure is from the junction at Barford Lane, Downton to the
junction of Appletree Road, Redlynch.
The Parish Council has been advised that school buses will be allowed
through the works, so these should not be disrupted. Bus service 44 will
also be allowed through until 9am but will need to follow a diversion route
after that. As of Friday 27th November, the Salisbury Reds bus company is
working out the diversion arrangements for bus 44 and will publish them on
their website and social media channels as soon as they are available.
Alternative route: via High Street - The Borough - A338 (out of county) Salisbury Road - B3078 - B3080 (unaffected length) and vice versa.
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.
Access will be maintained for residents and businesses where possible,
although delays are likely due to the nature of the works.

_____________________________________________________________

DOWNTON CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
Wednesday 2nd and Saturday 12th December 3.00 pm – 7.00 pm
LONG CLOSE PARK, THE BOROUGH, DOWNTON
(The old cricket pitch, behind The Bull)
Locally grown Nordmann fir cut trees 5ft/6ft/7ft trees @ £25/£30/£35
Payment by bank transfer or cash
In aid of Downton Moot Preservation Trust
Please maintain social distancing at all times
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News of the Salisbury Foodbank –
an exciting change!
On 1st November Salisbury
Foodbank became an independent
charity. (If you are a supporter, you may need to take action see below).
It means that, like the other 400+ Trussell Trust Foodbanks throughout the
UK, the Salisbury Foodbank now has a specially appointed board of local
trustees. Here they are drawn from the Salisbury area and they bring to
the foodbank their own knowledge, specialist expertise and enthusiastic
support. So, although most things will stay the same, with the same
dedicated management team, facilities and know-how, some interesting
developments are planned.
Maria Stevenson, the project manager for the Salisbury Foodbank, has
said ‘Being defined as “Salisbury Foodbank” gives us our own identity apart
from the Trussell Trust – people locally see us as being one and the same,
but whereas the Trussell Trust is a national charity supporting foodbanks,
we are a local charity supporting local people. We use a network of local
connections and support agencies to help people in their time of crisis. The
road ahead for us is very exciting as an independent charity …. As we
approach a time of economic crisis and unemployment, we are well
prepared to be here for anyone who needs us.’’’
What this means for supporters:
St Laurence Church, together with many other people and local
organisations, has supported the work of the Trussell Trust and the
Salisbury Foodbank for many years. As a church we intend to continue this
support. Any food donated (which can be brought to The Vicarage in
Barford Lane) will continue to go to the Salisbury Foodbank. In future if you
wish to give a monetary donation, you will have to decide whether you
wish to donate to the Salisbury Foodbank, The Trussell Trust – or
perhaps both! If you want your donation to go to the Salisbury
Foodbank, cheques must now be made payable to “Salisbury
Foodbank”. Cheques or cash in a clearly marked envelope can be
delivered to The Vicarage, and all donations – both food and money – will
be taken to the Salisbury Foodbank on a weekly basis.
Monetary donations can also be made directly through the donations page
of the Salisbury Foodbank website.
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St Laurence Church: Salisbury Foodbank
Christmas Appeal 2020
Over the Christmas period the Salisbury Foodbank will be
distributing both special Christmas boxes and regular
foodboxes to support people in crisis.
So, as well as some Christmas Treats, the Foodbank would
welcome long-life general items too.
With all donations, they would be especially grateful if
sell-by dates could be as long as possible.
Suggested items include:
-

Tinned rice pudding

-

Long-life fruit juice

-

Sponge pudding

-

Bar of chocolate

-

Tinned custard

-

Instant mashed potato

-

Toothbrushes

-

Shaving foam

-

Long-life Christmas Treats, such as Christmas puddings
and cakes, tinned ham, snacks and chocolate selections
Please note that mince pies tend to have
a short sell-by date.

(At the moment the foodbank has plenty of cereal, pasta, tea,
pasta sauce, tinned soup, UHT milk, baked beans, toilet roll)

Donations can be brought to The Vicarage in Barford Lane

LAST DATE FOR CHRISTMAS DONATIONS: 7th DECEMBER
Thank you for your support in these
challenging times for everyone.
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Christmas at St Laurence
In these difficult and uncertain times, we celebrate the
coming of the Christ-child.
As we rejoice in his birth, so we proclaim our hope in
the good news - that beyond all the problems and
restrictions of today there is indeed hope for us all in
the birth of Jesus and in a God who truly loves us and
cares for us.
At the time of going to press we do not know what services we will be
allowed to have. However the Church continues to worship - and to hold
the whole village before God in prayer - as we share the Christian
message of hope of light in the darkness as we celebrate the return of
Christ as King of All.

Christingle
Although we cannot hold a Christingle Service in Church,
we can still have our Christingles. For details of how to
make your own Christingle and support The Children's
Society please see pages 14 &15.
Why not make your Christingle and put it in a window for all to see on
Christmas Eve.

Carol Service
We will produce an online Carol Service in December - which will be
available through the website - an opportunity for us to hear the
Christmas story and join in with some of our favourite carols.
Continued on next page >>>
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Christmas Day
If at all possible, there will be a service in Church on
Christmas Day at 10:30am. as we celebrate together
the birth of Jesus - Emmanuel, God with us.
There will also be a special Christmas service from
St Laurence available to view online.

Christmas Charities
This Christmas is likely to be a particularly difficult one for many people.
So throughout this time, we continue to remember those most in need
through our annual appeal for Crisis (we raise money to support them,
and usually suggest giving the price of a Christmas dinner).
We are also continuing to collect long-life food (including long-date
Christmas items) for the Salisbury Foodbank (Trussell Trust).
Donations can be brought to the Church (when open) or The Vicarage
at any time.

Downton Parish News
Downton Parish News continues to be produced monthly and is
available free on the website. A small number of printed copies are
available from the Co-Op and Downton Pharmacy.

Sunday Services
When restrictions allow, we will hold a service of Holy Communion at
10:30am every Sunday. Also you can join in with our online service for
each Sunday on our website.
May the love and peace of Christ sustain you
and support you at this time.
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CHRISTINGLE 2020
The Children’s Society is a National Charity which has been working
for over 140 years to transform the hopes and happiness of young
people facing abuse, exploitation and neglect.
Christingle means “Christ’s Light” and is a symbol of the Christian
faith. The custom of giving out lighted candles in special services
began in Germany in 1747 but it wasn’t introduced to the Anglican
Church in England until 1968.
Last year the service at St Laurence raised £359 for the work of The
Children’s Society but sadly, because of Covid-19, we cannot hold
the usual service. Perhaps instead you would like to make your own
Christingle to light on Christmas Eve and also send a donation to The
Children’s Society. Ways to do this are on the next page.

TO MAKE YOUR CHRISTINGLE YOU WILL NEED:
*AN ORANGE – TO REPRESENT THE WORLD.
* RED RIBBON OR TAPE WHICH GOES ALL AROUND THE WORLD AND
BEING THE COLOUR OF BLOOD IT REMINDS US THAT JESUS DIED FOR US.
* 4 COCKTAIL STICKS TO REPRESENT THE SEASONS OR THE 4 CORNERS OF
THE WORLD.
* SWEETS OR DRIED FRUIT TO REMIND US OF GOD’S GIFTS TO THE WORLD
WHICH INCLUDE KINDNESS AND LOVE.
*1 CANDLE TO REMIND US THAT JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
THANK YOU SO MUCH.
Continued on next page >>>
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You can send a donation in one of three ways:
1. Send a cheque to:
The Children’s Society
Whitecross Studios
50 Banner Street
London EC1 8ST
2. Pay into the St Laurence Downton PCC bank account and our Treasurer
will forward the total to The Children’s Society. The details are:
Co-operative Bank: A/C St Laurence Church Downton PCC
Sort code: 08 92 99
A/C number: 65475214
Reference: Christingle
3. Put cash in an envelope marked “Christingle” through one of the
following doors.
Bob and Marlene Plaskett - 57, The Borough
Mark Merrill – 142, The Borough
Rev Frank Gimson – The Vicarage, Barford Lane
Jo Parsons – 6, Elizabeth Close
If you are able, please fill in the Gift Aid form below.

I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed donation. I am a UK taxpayer and
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed……………………………………………………. Date……………………………………….
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Social Meetings for Downton Villagers
The Barford Day Centre (BDC) used to meet weekly at Ashley Grange
Nursing Home in their Garden Room. However Ashley Grange has been
closed to us since 11th March 2020 due to COVID-19 measures.
Our Organiser, Julie Beckett, has been keeping in touch with our clients
and their carers weekly by phone. The volunteers have also been meeting
up in the Memorial Gardens, suitably distanced, to chat and keep in touch
with each other. I found that we were all enjoying this opportunity to get out
of the house and feel a bit more normal with our friends.
Now since the Memorial Hall has reopened we are meeting up in the hall
on Wednesdays from two o’clock through to four o’clock. We are limited to
just six people each time and we have to take our own drink & biscuits, plus
a cushion if you like. We have done three events for the BDC volunteers
plus some from Good Companions so far and it has been great to catch up.
We would like to offer the opportunity for others in the village to join in. If
you like the idea of joining our BDC ‘Coffee Circle’ on future Wednesday
afternoons, please contact Julie Beckett, the BDC Organiser,
on 01725 510987 or 07570 799358, to be put on her contact list.
Jeremy Parsons

Friends of St Laurence Book Share Scheme
Lockdown has seen many of us enjoying far more time reading than ever
before. Sadly, the village library is closed so that those of us who are
running out of books are a bit stuck. On a recent visit to the Church Rooms
I realised that we have boxes of books donated for the Church Fete book
stall which are sitting unused and which could be shared as long as Covid
restrictions are observed. Equally we could take in (and quarantine) new
books from those who have bought more to read and who are now ready to
pass them on. Once lockdown is lifted we could proceed in a small way,
with one appointment every 72 hours, Mondays and Thursdays. Of course
one person could choose books for others with whom they are in contact
should they so wish.
Please call Philippa Merrill on 01725 512175 if you are interested in
borrowing or passing on books, and for more details of the safety
precautions.

We are back in real-life groups!
Mondays in Fordingbridge
New and returning members welcome
Booking required - contact Clare
01425 653144, 07779 029015
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Downton Link
When I wrote in this magazine recently I expressed the hope
that we could all look forward to returning to “normal” – how
wrong can you be? Now almost eight months since the first
lockdown was imposed we are here again.
But I am pleased to tell you “The Link” continues to support our grateful
clients although with our volunteer driver numbers severely limited due to
the restrictions imposed we have to limit journeys to essential medical and
dental appointments.
Our co-ordinators continue to keep open our phone line:
01725 513807 – Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.
It has been decided that due to the ongoing restrictions and the uncertainty
they cause we will hold our AGM on Zoom this year. Details are below.
We have been successful in recruiting two new volunteer drivers over
recent months, but we would always welcome more. So if you think you
could spare some time and would like to know more about volunteering for
“The Link” please either call the above number or e-mail
info@downtonlink.org.uk and I, or one of the committee, will get back to
you for a no commitment chat.
With very best wishes for the Christmas Season and the New Year.
PETER BISHOP (Chairman)

Notice of Annual General Meeting of Downton Link
(Charity Number 1075805)
to be held on ZOOM

on Friday, 18th December 2020 at 7.15 pm
All Trustees and volunteers will be notified of log in details and relevant
documents will be circulated at least 14 days prior to the AGM.
Anyone other than volunteers and trustees who wishes to attend the
meeting as an observer should register their interest by e-mailing
agm@downtonlink.org.uk no later than 14 days prior to the meeting and
they will be sent log-in details.
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Downton’s 2020
Christmas Tree Festival
Re-Imagined
Gallery available to view at
www.downtonvillage.co.uk
Please send photos/audio to:
contact@downtonvillage.co.uk
Entries can be from individuals, schools,
families, businesses, charities and
community groups.
Share your Christmas joy by sending
photos of your homemade
decorations, wreaths, scenes, cakes,
biscuits or your decorated tree,
garden or light-bedecked house.
Record your child/family singing,
playing an instrument.

ENTRIES WELCOME NOW
Viewers of the Re-Imagined Christmas Tree Festival
are encouraged to make a Christmas goodwill donation

Support the Family Counselling Trust, Wiltshire
online at http://www.downtonvillage.co.uk
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Friends of St Laurence
As I write Christmas 2020 approaches and we are still not able to use our
lovely building either for worship or to get together to enjoy our usual
community events. Things may change so please keep checking the
website and notice boards for information about Christmas events.
The churchyard is still open and still worth a visit to enjoy the passage of
the seasons especially with all the hard work that the bell ringers and
others put into clearing vegetation from most of the grave stones which
now catch the low winter sun. Those of you whose daily walks have taken
you past St Laurence will have noticed two sets of scaffolding on the
church; this is to allow stonemasons to deal with two deep cracks in the
fabric of the church that need repair. Sadly the initial works have
discovered yet more damage which is allowing the rain to find its way in yet
again, damaging the south transept wall and window. Our depleted funds
mean we will struggle to fund all the repairs.
In this year when so many people are finding their income has shrunk or
their job has disappeared altogether we have not felt comfortable asking for
money for buildings when so many human beings are in need. There is
however a way that people may be able to donate to FOSL in very small
amounts each time they shop online. This can be done by signing into
easyfundraising.org.uk . Once you have registered and decided which
charity you wish to donate to (FOSL is there on the list) a very small
amount will be for FOSL with each item you buy (eg 2.5% on anything you
buy from Amazon). This is at no extra cost to you and couldn’t be easier.
Please consider raising money for FOSL
through easyfundraising.org.uk

Charity cards are available at Southons Furniture Shop
in Catherine Street, Salisbury, until 19th December.
On sale from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm Monday – Saturday.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cards may also be bought online
at www.cardsforcharity.co.uk
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Downton Band
Downton Band will be attempting to deliver a near normal routine of playing
carols around the village during December, including on Christmas Day as much as this is possible within current law and guidelines. We will have
strict social distancing and COVID-secure procedures in place with full risk
assessments carried out.
The band has of course lost nearly all its income due to lockdown and
COVID-19, so donations would be very welcome - but for the safety of our
members and the public we will not be knocking on doors round the village
this year. For that reason, online donations via our PayPal account are
preferable via https://www.paypal.me/downtonband or see
https://www.downtonband.org.uk/donate.shtm for other ways to donate.
Small groups from the band are also available to perform carols and
Christmas songs outside pubs and nursing homes upon request.
Our planned dates are as follows - but these are of course subject to
weather, players remaining healthy and there being no changes to the
current laws and guidance. We will confirm dates on our website
and Facebook page nearer the time.
Wed 9th - The Moot Estate (Training Band)
Tues 8th - The Sidings
Thurs 10th - The Borough
Tues 15th - Charlton All-Saints
Thurs 17th - Wick Estate
Tues 22nd - New Wick
Thurs 24th - Outside the Co-op (times to be confirmed)
Christmas Morning we hope to be out as usual, but maybe at a
different time from what you are used to in some parts of the
village. In addition, small groups from senior and training bands will be
playing outside the Co-op on some Saturdays during December.
Thank you for your support throughout the year so far and over the festive
period.
Mike Ricketts, Acting Chairman, Downton Band
https://www.downtonband.org.uk/

Village website – www.downtonvillage.co.uk
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Downton Horticultural Society
DHS is hoping to hold some events in 2021 but at the moment it is still too
early to plan anything. However, we are very aware that many of our
exhibitors are very keen for us to arrange our shows and we continue to
hope that we will be able to do so in the new year.
Over Christmas many people will possibly buy or be given a Poinsettia,
popular at this time because of their brightly coloured red or pink bracts.
However, the plants are often disposed of once they start to fade, because
they are often disappointing in their second year due to their lack of colour.
The best way to try and get a good display from them in their second year,
according to the RHS, is as follows:
• Prune back the plants hard in April, to about 10cm (4in),
and keep at a temperature of 13°C.
• In early May, repot them, growing them in a light, cool
place over summer. A temperature of 15-18°C (60-65°F)
is ideal.
• Flowering and bract colouring is initiated by short winter day-length,
occurring naturally in December and January. So, from November
onwards, plants should be put in a dark room after twelve hours of
daylight and protected from artificial light sources.
• Plants need a constant temperature of around 18°C (55°F) to colour up
well, so make sure they do not get too cold.
We wish you a Happy Christmas and hope that the new year will see us
getting back to normality.
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)

Downton Community Pre-School
Downton Pre-School would like to announce we will be saying a
sad goodbye to Nicky Lanham on Friday 18th December who will
be retiring. She has been at the preschool for 22 years and has
seen it go through three moves of premises and a lot of changes! Nicky has
been a great asset to the team and we will all be very sad to see her go!
If any past families would like to make a contribution to her retirement gift,
please put this in an envelope for the attention of Becci or Emma and post
it into the post box next to our lobby door.
We are looking forward to a very Christmassy term with the children, with
lots of Christmas craft and music planned. If you would like to enquire about
your child starting with us, please call 01725 511178 for more information.

22

A Very Happy Christmas from - LOVER REPAIR CAFE
(Or because of Covid - LOVER REMOTE REPAIR CENTRE)
We like to think we bring you good cheer and magically turn your broken
bits & pieces into useful & beautiful items & personal treasures once again.
* * GOOD NEWS * *
We have now raised over £3000 for NHS Staff since Lockdowns began.
We have been very honoured to receive a commendation from HM Lord
Lieutenant of Wiltshire for efforts made during the crisis.
The job of revitalising the road signs of Redlynch is going well & we thank
everyone working on them for their tremendous efforts. Also, a special
thanks to C.Brewer & Sons Ltd for so generously donating materials to
allow us to complete the works.
The Dolls House Auction is going well - £175 bid to date – It can be seen at
Cadnam Nursery or on our Facebook site. It could be yours for Christmas.
We have 3 excellent Long Clocks, 4 Kids Bikes & 1 Man’s bike all checked
& looking for good homes, simply for ‘a donation to support our NHS Staff’.
Whilst Covid remains – we have a supply of Downton Mask Tree Masks
available for £2 each, once again, supporting the NHS Staff Appeal.
So, what’s our motto? – “DO NOT BIN IT, WE MAY FIX IT”
Winter weather: We have adjusted to the winter months and also to the
lockdown scheme. There will always be two people on hand to receive your
damaged items and we will give you a follow-up call when items are ready
to pick-up again. Dependent upon the conditions, the double garage will be
enclosed with a maximum of six people inside at a time (lockdowns
permitting); also gazebos will be in place during wet weather.
THINK – Christmas is coming and the baubles are coming out, if you have
any broken treasures that need attention drop them in for a quick repair.

Drop in with your damaged items any Wednesday or Friday morning
between 10.00 am and mid-day at Brambles, Vicarage Road, Lover, nearly
opposite Redlynch Village Hall.
All is in place and subject to government regulations and our own concerns
regarding health and safety. We follow all current Government Guide Lines
regarding social distancing etc.
Continued on next page >>>
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Lover Repair Café

(continued)

Please remember, this is the routine for Drop Off & Pick Up:
a. Come to the Drop-Off Sign in Vicarage Rd. Lover
b. Park on the field side of road – not in the driveway
c. Come in wearing masks, using the sanitiser on entry. (Spare masks
available)
d. Check with a helper that we can accept the job
e. Log your job in at the Reception Window
f. We will contact you when the item is ready for Pick-up
g. We are also available to give advice on any repair problem
For queries contact Paul on 01725 510753
facebook.com/loverrepaircafe – see the latest Bid for the Dolls’ House

Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society
In November our group of six gathered to create Halloween
inspired designs, with those at home also taking part and
sending photographs to be shared with our members as
before. There were lots of fun designs with spooks, spiders
and witches aplenty!!
We also held our first Club zoom meeting where we enjoyed a talk with
Bronda Dossett on “Tales of Downton,” taking us back to Highclere Castle
and the Carnarvon family and the well-known Downton Abbey series. It
was great to see some of our members again and we hope to hold some
more zoom sessions at the start of next year to keep us all connected until
we can meet in person again.
Across our NAFAS Area we are being asked to share our Christmas floral
door decorations on Facebook from 30th November.
(www.Facebook.com/WessexNafas). There will also be a number of
Christmas themed YouTube videos to be shown each week from 21st
November for us all to enjoy. Why not take a look.
You may be inspired to create something in your home this Christmas and
then join us when we return to Club next year.
(www.YouTube.com/c/wessexnafas).
Until then take care, enjoy your Christmas and look forward to a brighter
2021.
Martina Coleman (Chairperson) 01725 512556
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Stable & Wick Bakery and Farm Shop
It has been sad over the past few years to see the closure of some shops
in our village, but back in the autumn a new bakery and farm shop opened
in Wick Lane, Downton. The owners are Emma and Louisa, a mother and
daughter duo who began Stable & Wick from the kitchen table once the
Covid –19 pandemic began, when both of their businesses came to a halt.
They moved into Wick Farm, occupying an attractive wooden building on
the right hand side of Wick Lane, with parking, some way after the turning
on the left into Mesh Pond.
They describe themselves as a micro bakery, with a range of home-made
breads, buns, sweet treats and savouries for sale.
Their farm shop currently sells fruit and vegetables, cheeses, butter, eggs
and local produce, and it is hoped to expand this side of the business as
time goes on.
Shop opening hours:
Tuesday – Saturday: 11.00 am – 4.00 pm
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Online orders are also available for collection from Tuesday to Saturday
11.00 am – 4.00 pm and for this they need at least 24 hours’ notice. Order
from the website: www.stableandwick.com
If you're looking to celebrate something special, or you just fancy a
treat, they offer a bespoke service from picnics to afternoon teas, birthday
parties to anniversaries. Contact them to discuss your requirements on
07557 121524 or email louisa@stableandwick.com
The shop is also a Refill station for Blueberry Den, a Salisbury-based
company committed to reducing plastic waste. The range available at the
shop includes eco-friendly cleaning and personal care products, and some
basic store cupboard foods. Find out more at www.blueberryden.co.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
‘Reflections’ – a book of Downton photographs
This was compiled many years ago, and provides a fascinating record
of village life in times past. Copies are available from
84 The Borough - contact Enid Crook (01725 511196).
Books sold in aid of Wessex Cancer Trust. Price £3.
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‘Uniting the world to tackle climate change’
This is the headline statement on the home page of the
government’s website heralding a key event in 2021: the
26th UN climate conference to be held in early November in
Glasgow (ukcop26.org). The pandemic has highlighted the
possibilities of global cooperation. It is to be hoped that this
gathering of world leaders will provide a similar impetus for urgent moves to
tackle the climate crisis. People around the world will be looking to those
who wield political and corporate power to move beyond declarations to
real and substantive action.
The COP26 site has a News page which will be updated over forthcoming
months. As we wait to see what the conference brings, we might look to
local authorities and groups working to make a difference to the climate.
By next February, two years will have passed since Wiltshire County
Council declared a climate emergency and committed to becoming carbon
neutral by 2030. Progress on this agenda is detailed under climate
change>climate emergency on the Council’s website, along with the
‘Wiltshire Green Pledge’, suggesting small changes in everyday life that
can have a really positive impact on the environment.
Local environmental organisations can act to maintain pressure on those in
power as well as providing inspiration to live more sustainably.
Wiltshire Climate Alliance (wiltshireclimatealliance.org.uk) brings together
a variety of groups active across the county, including the recently
relaunched Salisbury Transition City (transitionsalisbury.org). Find details
of all the groups on WCA’s website. There are also informative pages on
the history and science of climate change, national and regional policies,
‘helpful advice to go green’ and much else besides.
WCA looks towards ‘a climate friendly, net zero carbon and ecologically
sustainable Wiltshire by 2030’ - a vision to keep in mind as a spur to action
throughout 2021.
www.downtongreengroup.co.uk
*************************************

Why not buy a Downton Cuckoo Fair bag or tea towel?
Cotton shopping bags
Jute Shopping bags
Tea towels

£3 each
£4 each
£2.50 each

Contact Edna Pike (01725 511332)
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Royal British Legion Downton Branch
POPPY APPEAL 2020
Thank you to everyone who contributed so generously to the
Poppy Appeal. The amount raised in Downton and Charlton
All Saints was £1819.22, which considering the constraints
placed on us this year, is brilliant.
Also, a big thank you to those responsible for the Poppy decoration on the
fence by The Bonvalot Memorial. It certainly lifted our spirits and was much
appreciated.
Thank you, Downton and Charlton All Saints, for your generosity and
support.
Bryan Morris, Branch Chairman.
LIVE ON - The Royal British Legion provides lifelong support for the Armed
Forces community - serving men and women, veterans, and their families.
Maybe you could help support your colleagues or friends who are not faring
so well by joining the Downton Royal British Legion or even volunteering for
our community activities such as Poppy collections etc.
For more information, please contact us at thankyou@britishlegion.org.uk for
details or come to one of our committee meetings to meet members.
The next Branch meeting is on 4th March 2021.
Paul Hammond, Branch Secretary (07710 425983)

Daily Hope is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044
It was set up as a simple new way to bring worship and prayer into people’s
homes, especially older people and anyone unable to join online church
services. Many people who are vulnerable due to their health or their age
are understandably reluctant to return to their place of worship. Callers to
the line are welcomed with a short new greeting from the Archbishop
before being able to choose from a range of options, including hymns,
prayers, reflections and advice on COVID-19.
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Stars Appeal launch ONLINE Christmas Car Raffle
A brand new Kia Picanto worth over £10,000, supplied
by local car dealer FJ Chalke of Mere, is the star prize in
the Stars Appeal online Christmas Raffle. The second
prize is £500, third prize £50, and there are many more
cash prizes too. Tickets are just £1 each and only
available ONLINE this year at www.starsappeal.org
Money raised by the raffle will help towards the £1million that the Stars
Appeal aims to raise this year to fund projects at Salisbury District Hospital
helping thousands of patients and the NHS staff who care for them.
Projects the charity is currently fundraising for include free Wi-Fi,
accommodation for the parents of poorly babies and children, support for
staff, programmes of entertainment and support for older people in hospital,
and state-of-the-art equipment for areas such as the eye clinic and
Pembroke cancer unit. You can see full details of these projects and many
more, on the wish list section of the Stars Appeal website
www.starsappeal.org
George Chalke, Managing Director of FJ Chalke, said: “Having seen firsthand how local people benefit from projects funded by the Stars Appeal,
like the new breast unit, the two CT scanners and neonatal family
accommodation unit, we were delighted to offer our support once again.”
Miss Melissa Davies, Consultant Urologist and Stars Appeal Ambassador
said “The online Christmas raffle is a wonderful opportunity to support the
Stars Appeal - Salisbury Hospital’s Charity, with the chance of driving away
in a brand new car. Every ticket sold will help make a difference for patients
at Salisbury Hospital. Please visit our website to buy your tickets. Thank
you and good luck!”
Entry closes on Wednesday 6th January. The draw will take place on
Thursday 7th January 2021.
_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

October Rainfall
Well it wasn't the wettest October since I have been keeping
records – 2004 was, with 7.68 inches. In October 2020 there
was a total of 7.57 inches, but if the month had had one more
day it would have been the wettest!
M.C.
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Downton Clubs and Societies
Allotments Association ………………………………………
Barford Day Centre……………………………………………
BWSC Association Chairman ………………………………
BWSC Bowling Club …………………………………………..
BWSC Social Club ……………………………………………..
Cuckoo Fair Committee ……………………….................
DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+…………
Downton Angling Society …………………………………..
Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............
Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ………………………
Downton Band Secretary ……………………………………
Downton Community Choir ………………………………..
Downton Community Pre-School ………………...........
Downton Country Market …………………………………..
Downton Football Club ………………………………………
Downton Green Group ………………………………………
Downton History Group
Downton Horticultural Society ……………………………
Downton Lace Group ……………………………...............
Downton Leisure Centre …………………………………….
Downton Link …………………………………………………..
Downton Millennium Green Trust ………………………..
Downton Parish Council Clerk ……………………………..
Downton Society …………………………………...............
Downton Society Footpath Group ……………………….
Downton Tennis Club ……………………………..............
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society ………………….
Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..
Good Companions …………………………………………….
Guides:
Rainbows ……………………………………
First Downton Brownies ………………..
First Downton Guides ……………………
Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) …………………………….
Longwater Tai Chi …………………………………………….
Memorial Hall Bookings …………………………..............
Parochial Church Council ……………………………………
Royal British Legion …………………………………………..
Scouts:
Beavers ….………………………………….
Cubs ………………………………………….
Scouts ….……………………………………
St Laurence Sunday School ………………………………..
The Moot – Friends of the Moot ………………………….
The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust ……………………
Wessex Cancer Trust …………………………………………

Susan Barnhurst-Davies …….. 01725 512963
Jeremy Parsons………………… 01725 512963
Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019
Mike Hallam
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com
Mr Simon Bromilow ..……….. 07785 265019
Mr T Pike ………………………..
01725 511332
Mr P Rhoades ………………….
01725 514792
Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908
Mr Roy Powell …………………
01725 511324
07826 754615
Mrs Heather Borrelli …………
Danie Williams ………………..
07535 994164
Kate Edgar ……………………..
01725 512635
01725 511178
Becci Lanham …………………
Mrs D Rochefort ………………
07733 363041
Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600
Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504
Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759
Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656
Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649
Dave Taylor …………….
01725 513668
Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807
Sue Larkin ……………….........
01725 511209
Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com
Mrs Martina Coleman ……….
01725 512556
SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846
01725 510601
Mrs Julia Whitmarsh …………
Sam Bennie …………………….
07866 318497
Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611
Liz Jennings
Istdowntonguides@gmail.com
Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258
Jane Launchbury ………........
01725 514546
Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818
Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738
Mr Paul Hammond …………
07710 425983
Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com
01725 513869
Dr J McGee ……………………..
Mrs J Greville-Heygate ……..
01725 511755
Mr Dave Webber………………
01725 513759
01725 511196
Mrs Enid Crook ………………..

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions
(Amended June 2020)
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Advertisements – December 2020
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per
annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt,
11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month.
Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons). State Registered.
Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca
treatment, diabetic foot assessment. Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280.
Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50,
20ft x 10ft - £90. Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332.
Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales. Over 30 years' experience. Help to
set up new equipment or advice given on older sets. Contact Ian Harris on
01747 870822 or 07921 194816.



To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576)
Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in
February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586)
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the January issue to be emailed to the
Editor by 20th December. Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a
paper copy.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not
be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart and
photographs are welcome.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
_____________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility
can be accepted for any errors of fact published in the Parish News.

