
 

  



St Laurence Church Downton 

 

Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons  01725 512738 

Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons  01725 512738 

Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold  01722 710341 

Sunday School: Dr Janet McGee  01725 513869 

Church Flowers: Mrs A Gates  01725 514674  

   & Mrs G White  01725 510733 
 

Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk 

 www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton  

 

For our latest news see our website and Facebook page. 

If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections 

during this current situation, please email him at 

fateamrector@outlook.com  
 

“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through 

prayer, learning together & serving the local community” 

St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches, 

together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch; 

St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford. 

  

Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or 

requests for pastoral visits, should be made to  

The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson. 

Tel. 01725 510326  Email: fateamrector@outlook.com  

 

Downton Parish News is currently published online every month. 

Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the 

back of the magazine. 

http://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
mailto:fateamrector@outlook.com
mailto:fateamrector@outlook.com
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From the Team Rector: Revd Frank Gimson 

The Vicarage, Barford Lane, Downton  ( 01725 510326) 
 

With Easter nearly upon us and the days lengthening, our hearts begin to 

lift with the brightening weather. Spring is here. 

On the subject of Easter, it has been reported that a 97-year-old chocolate 

Easter egg is set to be auctioned in South Derbyshire. Apparently the 

owner was just two years old in 1924 when her aunt gave her the egg, 

which was presented as a doll. She loved it so much, she simply couldn’t 

bear to eat her ‘doll’ and so she kept it for the rest of her life. 

This is one of those feel-good stories the press like to share with us now 

and then - and I’m sure it has raised a number of much-needed smiles. 

However it also set me thinking. Surely the role of an Easter Egg is to be 

enjoyed now; its whole purpose is to be eaten. As it is eaten it gives us 

nourishment and pleasure. Similarly Easter is not a commodity, it is about 

Jesus’ Resurrection - life itself. Easter is about us living out the resurrection 

in the here and now, not trying to keep it all carefully packaged up for later. 

As Jesus says to Mary that first Easter morning: ‘Do not hold on to me.. but 

go to my brothers and tell them’ (John 20:17). 

In another positive news story, a new UK survey suggests that non-

Christians’ view of churches has improved over the past three years, 

especially in their response to the pandemic. It is certainly good to hear, 

that we are doing something right for a change. Yet once again this raises 

the basic question of what we are about. We are an Easter people, heralds 

of the Kingdom - proclaiming the living God in our midst, drawing people to 

know Christ. Yes, that does involve helping others in a Christ-like way, but 

there is so much more to it than that. 

The point is that we have the most amazing piece of good news to share. 

This is what we are celebrating at Easter, the resurrection of Jesus and our 

own salvation arising from that. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 

God bless,  
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES 

 

On Palm Sunday, 28th March, we resumed our worship together in church. 

We are now having one service in Church on Sundays at 10.30am.  This 

will be Holy Communion each week except for the third Sunday of each 

month when it will be Morning Prayer. The services are short and simple 

services without hymns, and communion is by wafer only. If you wish to 

come to a service please let us know by emailing 

fateamrector@outlook.com or calling the Vicar on 01725 510326 or Jo 

Parsons on 01725 512738, so that we can have some idea of numbers and 

make the necessary arrangements.  We will maintain proper physical 

distancing and hygiene procedures will be observed, especially during the 

administration of communion. Face coverings must be worn. 

 

There is also a service on Good Friday (2nd April) at 

2.30pm in the churchyard. 

 

For those who are not able or ready to attend services 

in church we will continue to have a recorded service 

for each Sunday, which is available to watch through the  

services page of the church website. There are service sheets on the 

website for all recorded Sunday and some other services which can be 

viewed or downloaded, enabling you to join in with prayers and responses. 

 

Morning Worship continues to be said by the Vicar at 10.30am on 

Wednesdays in church. This is not a public or recorded service, but he will 

ring the church bell at 10.30am as a call to worship and you are 

encouraged to join him in a time of prayer from your own homes. On the 

third Wednesday of the month he will incorporate our Roads to God 

prayers (see page 5). 

 
The Church is open for private prayer on Wednesdays, from 11:00 am 

to 12:00 pm.  A member of the Church will be present at all times as a 

steward, and everyone will be asked to maintain physical distancing and to 

leave their contact details.  

 

 

mailto:fateamrector@outlook.com
https://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/services/
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If you would like to follow the readings for the Services in April they are: 
 

Thursday 1st April 2021  Maundy Thursday      
 1st Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 Gospel John 13:1-17,31b-35 
 
Sunday 4th April 2021  Easter Day  
 1st Reading Acts 10:34-43 
 2nd Reading John 20:1-18 
 
Sunday 11th April 2021  Second Sunday of Easter 
 1st Reading Acts 4:32-35 
 Gospel John 20:19-end 
 
Sunday 18th April 2021 Third Sunday of Easter 
 1st Reading Acts 3:12-19 
 2nd Reading Luke 24:36b-48 
 
Sunday 25th April 2021 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 1st Reading Acts 4:5-12 
 Gospel John 10:11-18 
 

For latest news & any changes log onto www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk 

 

⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫ 

 

Daily hope and encouragement 
 

•  

DailyHOPE is available 24 hours a day and is free 

from all UK landlines and mobiles. The telephone 

number is 0800 804 8044. . Since its launch, around 

400,000 people have called the line, many on a 

regular basis. 
 

It has a number of options including hymns, prayers, reflections and advice 

about Covid-19. There is also an option to listen to a Sunday service. 

It is available for anyone but is designed particularly with older people in 

mind – many of whom do not have access to the internet. 
 

Could you give someone a call and tell them? As the Archbishop of 

Canterbury Justin Welby says, “I want people to spread the news about this 

service. If there is someone you know who is particularly struggling, give 

them a call and let them know about the Daily Hope”. 

http://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/news/daily-hope-and-encouragement/image/image_view_fullscreen
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Woodfalls Methodist Church 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH 

 

As the church is currently closed, Methodist Services can be accessed via 
Salisbury Methodist Church website: www.salisburymethodist.org.uk  

 

As families still can't meet indoors we have decided we aren't going to 
re-open until Stage 3, which will hopefully be after 17th May. 

 

For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet, 
contact Graham Tanner, telephone 01725 512648;  

email atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com 

………………........................................................................ 
 

Roman Catholic Services 
Church of the Good Shepherd 

Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA 
 

The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer. 
 

The congregation hold a 
Service of the Word by Zoom every other week, 
and a Mass is celebrated via Zoom at 6.30 pm  

on the other Thursdays. 
 

If you would like to join the Zoom services  
please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665. 

 

St Osmund’s Church TV system  
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv 

……………………………………………………………………. 
 

Downton Baptist Church 
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA 

  

Services are currently Online:  
Sunday Mornings at 10.30am and Thursday Mornings at 11.00am 

  

Details of Online Services can be found on the Downton Baptist 
Church website: Palm Sunday at 10.30am 

 

Maundy Thursday with Communion at 11.00am and 6.30pm  
Good Friday at 2.00pm 

 Easter Sunday at 10.30am (Outside in Church Field weather permitting) 
  

Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt 

More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades: 

Telephone: 07468 491143.  Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com 

Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org 

Website: www.downtonbaptist.org 

http://www.salisburymethodist.org.uk/
mailto:atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com
https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
mailto:rhoades470@btinternet.com
mailto:office@downtonbaptist.org
https://www.downtonbaptist.org/
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   Funerals 
 

     26th February: 
     Lorna Margaret Rosemary Bryant (90) 
    
     Jesus says “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden 
                           and I will give you rest” 
 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□  

 

In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in 
our community, during April we will be offering 

prayers for: 
 

Long Close, Elizabeth Close, Hyde Lane and 
Downton Business Centre & Industrial Estate 

 

 

In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.   

Requests for particular prayers can be made: 

by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or 

emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk  

Any such requests will be kept confidential. 
 

You can request prayers at any time – not just when  
your road is on the monthly list. 

 

For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our 
website:www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk 

St Laurence’s Church Registers 

February 2021 

 

 

Roads to God Prayer Group 
 

The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third 

Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church. 
 

Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church. 

However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider 

congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular 

roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at: 
 

10.30am Wednesday 21st April 2021 

mailto:info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/


6 

 

 

 

 

  1  Maundy Thursday - Those alone and depressed 

  2  Good Friday - All who deny God 

  3  Easter Eve - The Bereaved 

  4  Easter Day - Thanksgiving for the Resurrection 

  5  Our Witness to the Faith 

  6  Our Bellringers 

  7  Those who are ill and their families 

  8  Politicians and their advisors 

  9  Growing through God’s Word 

10  All key workers 

11  Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens 

12  Our Team Rector and family 

13  Churches Together in Downton 

14  Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research labs 

15  Young People in the Church 

16  Those at University and College 

17  Those in need in our village: those confined in their homes 

especially those living alone 

18  All ministers in the village 

19  Financial worries: business owners who have had to close, and 

workers who have been laid off 

20  Those who produce our Parish magazine 

21  Those involved in manufacture, distribution, and sales of food  

22  Volunteers helping people in their community 

23  Young people worried about their exams 

24  Our Church School 

25  School Governors 

26  Our Church life and mission 

27  Our Forest & Avon Team  

28  Our Bishops 

29  All visitors to our Churches 

30  Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 
 

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray 

together as a parish for our common concerns. 

 

Prayer Diary for April 
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The Parish of St Laurence, Downton 

Church Electoral Roll 
 

The Church Electoral Roll is being updated between  

14th March and 4th April 2021 
 

If you are already on the Church Electoral Roll and your details have 

not changed, you need take no action. 
 

• If you are not on the Electoral Roll and would like to be included, 
please complete an application form. 

• If you are currently on the Roll but your name, address or 
telephone number has changed, or 

• If a member of your family is on the Roll but their name, address or 
telephone number has changed, you should notify the Church 
Electoral Roll Officer. 

 

Church Electoral Roll application forms are available from: 
 

 Linda Ricketts, Church Electoral Roll Officer 
 2 The Sidings, Downton, SP5 3QZ. Tel: 01725 513162 
    

Application forms must be returned and amendments notified by Sunday,   

4th April 2021.  The new Electoral Roll will be presented at the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday, 25th April, when those whose names 

are listed will be eligible to vote. 
 

Being on the Church Electoral Roll is a way of saying that you are a member of a 

church.  To be eligible you should be baptised and aged 16 or over, a member of 

the Church of England (or a Church in communion with the Church of England) and 

resident in the Parish.  If you are not resident in the Parish you will need to have 

attended the church regularly for six months prior to enrolment. 
 



 

 

St. Laurence Church Annual General Meeting  

will be held on Sunday 25th April at 11.15 am  

  

There will be elections for Church wardens and members of the PCC. 
  

A final decision about whether the AGM will be held in the church 

 or by Zoom will be made nearer the time; 

please check on the church website. 
 

 



  

07760 415818 

 

Support 

Our 

Local 

Businesses 
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Help support Downton Primary School! 
 

 

As we are sure you can appreciate, the local primary school like many 

others have struggled to fundraise in their usual capacity over the last 12 

months and the DPSA have had to find new ways to raise money!  Their 

latest fundraiser, from which all the funds are going towards a new outdoor 

learning space, is a Wellbeing Raffle!  Tickets can be purchased online at 

£3 a ticket and you can be in with a chance of winning one of these 

fantastic prizes!   

https://raffall.com/209949/enter-raffle-to-win-wellbeing-raffle-hosted-by-dpsa 

https://raffall.com/209949/enter-raffle-to-win-wellbeing-raffle-hosted-by-dpsa
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WANTED 
 

   
 

Do you care about Downton? 
 

Do you want to do something positive  
for your community? 

 

Can you think, listen and act locally? 
 
 

Elections to Downton Parish Council  
will be held on 6th May 2021 

 

Why not consider becoming a Councillor? 
 

To find out more please visit 
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

or call 01725 513874 – Bev Cornish, Parish Clerk 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Downton’s Mobile Post Office - Every Friday Morning 
 
 

Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground: 9.00 am till 10.00 am 
 

The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am 

http://www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Plans for events in and around St Laurence Church 

The Parochial Church Council has been discussing which of the usual 

annual events which normally take place in and around the church might be 

possible in 2021. 

It has been decided, regrettably, that it will not be possible to run a Fete 

this year.  Although the last Saturday in June is beyond the Government’s 

target date for the end of lockdown measures it is thought that there is not 

sufficient certainty about the end of the lockdown measures to commit to an 

event which requires quite a bit of preparation and collaboration 

beforehand. 

However it is hoped that we will be able to have the Goose Fair in and 

around the church on Saturday 25th September and the Christmas Tree 

Festival in the church between Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th December. 

These date are obviously provisional at the moment and depend on the 

state of play and pandemic rules at the time, but we hope to be able to 

welcome all into the building for these events later this year. 

 ❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Action on Hearing Loss  
 

Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information 
 

Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time being 

due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you if you 

are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At this time 

I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on how to get 

the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and information on 

hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643, 
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk 

 

 ❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Look at the Cathedral website https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/live  to 

see details of their Services over the Easter period, many of them live-

streamed or on YouTube. Some can now be attended in person, for which 

pre-booking is essential.   

You can also see the latest news about the peregrines nesting there! 

mailto:Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/live
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Holy Week & Easter 
in St Laurence Church - 2021 

 

Palm Sunday  (28th March) 

 10.30 am Holy Communion 
                             with Distribution of Palm Crosses 
 
Good Friday  (2nd April) 

  2.30 pm Service of the Passion 
 in the churchyard 

 

Easter Day  (4th April) 

 10.30 am All-Age Worship with Holy Communion 
 

For all our services in the Church current guidelines will be 
observed. If you wish to join us, please contact the Team 
Rector in advance – thank you. 
In addition to these services there will be recorded services for 
Holy Week and Easter available on the St Laurence Church 
website. 

 
 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- 

 

 

DOWNTON LINK SCHEME 
 

Good neighbour volunteers available if you need help 

with transport to hospital, the surgery etc. 

There is no charge but Link depends on donations 

from those who use the service. 

For further information ring 01725 513807 Monday to Friday 9 am - 5 pm. 

We are also in need of volunteer drivers. 

 

https://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/services/
https://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/services/
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Downton C of E VA Primary School 
 

Could you support the education of the adults of 

tomorrow? 
 

All schools have a Governing Body, a group of people who, with the 

school staff, are responsible for ensuring the quality of education in 

our schools. Downton Primary School currently has a vacancy for a 

governor. 

 

Could you bring any of the following skills? 
 
 

 

• Experience of being a board member in another sector or a 

governor/trustee in another school? 

• Commitment to Church School education with Christian 

understanding 

• Understanding and experience of strategic planning 

• Ability to analyse data, question and challenge 

• Links with the community and local businesses 

• Commitment to young people and the local community 

• Financial acumen 

• A willingness to learn new skills 

• An ability to support others 

 

Governors are appointed by either the Diocesan Board of Education 

or the local Parochial Church Council.  The term of office is normally 

four years.  The governing body needs someone who brings their 

knowledge and skills of the working world.  Together with the senior 

leadership of the school, governors ensure that the highest quality of 

education is being provided for the pupils enabling them to be the 

successful adults of tomorrow. 

 

If you think you may be interested in becoming a governor, or would 

like further information, please contact one of the Chairs at 

Downton Primary School on pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk 

or ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk 

 

mailto:pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
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Clerk to the School Governors required 
 

Downton Primary School is urgently seeking to appoint an 

enthusiastic and highly motivated Clerk to the school Governors 

immediately, to provide administrative support and guidance to our 

Governing Body on our governance, constitutional and procedural 

matters.  

This is a paid appointment and is a unique and exciting opportunity 

for an excellent Clerk to work to support our Governing Body in the 

strategic management and development of our school.  
 

Candidates will be responsible for:  
 

• Preparation, typing and distribution of agendas and associated 

paperwork  

• Accurate taking of and typing of minutes at the Full Governor 

meetings (once a term) as well as any working parties  

• Maintaining accurate records of the Governing Body and its 

membership  

• Advising the Governing Body on procedural issues, legal 

responsibilities and constitutional matters  

• Policy management and distribution to staff and Governors  
 

Knowledge of how schools and governing bodies operate would be 

an advantage, along with previous experience of similar work; 

however training can be provided. 
  

Please respond by email to one of the Chairs at Downton C of E 

VA Primary School on pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk or 

ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk 
 



 

Why not buy a Downton Cuckoo Fair bag or tea towel? 
 

 

Cotton shopping bags  £3 each 

Jute Shopping bags  £4 each 

Tea towels   £2.50 each 
 

Contact Edna Pike (01725 511332) 

mailto:pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
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Journey to Artist 

Art sessions at Downton Memorial Hall 
 

Friday afternoons  

2.00 - 3.00 pm  

starting 25th June 2021 
 

Recover and re-energise 

within an informal and 

relaxed art session. 

Beginners or restarters 

welcome. 
 

• De-stress after a busy week 

• No experience required 

• No expensive equipment necessary – just a sketch book and pencil 

• Great social get together 

 
1) Sketching and journaling 

2) Charcoals and pastels 

3) Acrylics 

4) Watercolour 

With more to follow such as mixed media and oils! 

Contact Charlotte Dooley to book on 

07713890367. £7 a session per person. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Traidcraft Fairtrade 
 

Fairtrade Fortnight is held annually, usually at the end of 

February and beginning of March. Obviously it was not 

possible this year for stalls to be organised in the usual way.  

However, Traidcraft Fairtrade goods are available from Joy 

Hughes, who can deliver catalogues to addresses in Downton. 

Contact her by email - joyhughes2142@gmail.com - or tel. 01725 512801 

to request a catalogue. Your order can then be phoned or emailed to Joy, 

who will deliver the items to your home. 

mailto:joyhughes2142@gmail.com
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News from Plastic Free Downton 
 

The past year has been a challenging time for 

sustaining momentum in tackling the problem 

of single use plastic waste. Many are of 

course taking individual responsibility for 

reducing their own plastic use, and the PFD 

group aims to support such efforts as well as 

to coordinate wider action across the 

community. Our ultimate goal is to achieve ‘Plastic Free Community’ 

status for Downton. 
 

We are pleased to have the continuing support of the Parish Council. In 

January the Council approved resolutions pledging to lead by example in 

reducing single use plastics for meetings and events, and to give broad 

support to plastic free initiatives in our area.  
 

As spring advances and as restrictions are eased we will be stepping up 

our activities and encouraging wider community involvement. A good 

starting point is Keep Britain Tidy’s ‘Great British Spring Clean’, 

scheduled for May 28th - June 13th. Over this period we will be inviting 

participation in a clean-up of plastics and other litter across the whole 

village. Hopefully a time when we can more actively celebrate the value of 

our local environment and the wildlife it supports! 
 

Look out for details to follow in due course. Meanwhile, wherever possible, 

choose to shop ‘plastic free’. You can buy a range of toiletries and cleaning 

materials locally from the Blueberry Den station at Stable and Wick, where 

there is also a selection of dried foodstuffs (lentils, nuts, oats etc.) and veg. 

Downton also has the machine selling milk from Nunton Farm, based at 

The Bull. 
 

Use sustainable wrapping to keep food fresh, rather than single use plastic 

film. Beeswax wraps work well. If you can’t source these, the Green Group 

has a supply. Switch to reusable face masks - now fairly easy to obtain, but 

if stuck contact the local Mask Tree - masktree@hotmail.com 
 

Information on the plastics campaign can be found under 

the News tab on the Plastic Free Page of Downton Green 

Group’s website: downtongreengroup.org.uk or check our 

Facebook page.  

mailto:masktree@hotmail.com
http://downtongreengroup.org.uk/
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“WHAT AMAZING PEOPLE YOU ARE – THANK YOU SO 

MUCH TO OUR 358 REPAIR CAFE CLIENTS.  

WITH YOUR HELP WE HAVE RAISED OVER £5000 TO 

SUPPORT THE SALISBURY HOSPITAL STAFF” 
 

It gave us a great lift this last month to find that despite the terrible wet and 

windy weather you still beat a path to our door and dropped off your 

‘Casualties in need of Repair’. We think everyone is beginning to realise 

that we look on every broken item as a challenge to be mastered, and our 

success rate still stands at 93%! 

 “DO NOT BIN IT, WE MAY FIX IT” 

 
The Projects go on:   

‘Lover Laptops for Learning’ -  As well as the NHS Support Project, we 

have now had 10 laptops offered to us for cleaning & upgrading. It is hoped 

that in due course all will be given to The Trafalgar School, Downton for 

use by those in real need of this IT equipment.  

Redlynch Pre-school - We are also pleased to say that we have been 

able to help our local pre-school during these difficult financial times. 

 
Man of the month: Our Star Performer this 

month has to be Roy Powell, who has been 

busy revitalising this amazing Toy Dolls Shop, 

donated to us to allow us to raise further funds 

for Salisbury Hospital Staff. 

As we have said before, we have a number of 

‘Helpers from Home’. In fact at the time of 

going to press we’re renovating an   

antique rocking horse, a pitch fork, a marble 

jewel case, a typewriter, an electric generator, 

table lamps, electric heaters, mantle 

clocks, old toy garage, mowers, etc. and re-covering a dictionary!  

          continued on next page >>> 
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   Lover Repair Café - continued 

Just a reminder: We are open every Wednesday & Friday morning for you 

to simply drop off your broken Item, leaving your name & phone number.  

We phone you when your item is ready for collection, and simply ask you to 

pay for material costs and make a donation to our Local Projects. 

All carried out in accordance with current Government Covid Guidelines. 
 

For further enquiries contact Paul on 01725 510753 or write to us at 

loverrepaircafe@gmail.com  as well as follow us on Facebook. 

Facebook.com/loverrepaircafe 
 

 


Downton Horticultural Society 
 

We are optimistic that we shall be able to hold the Autumn Show later this 

year and have booked the Memorial Hall and the judges for Saturday 4th 

September. The show, as in previous years, includes classes for flowers, 

flower arranging, vegetables and home cooking. If you may be interested in 

exhibiting then please look out for the Show Schedules which will be 

available slightly later in the year. They are available from me or any of our 

committee members, including Chris Parry (514511) who lives at 

Cymbeline opposite the Co-op. 
 

Tulips are starting to appear, in supermarkets if not in the garden, and the 

problem with them is that having put them in a vase it is not long before 

they droop. I have been searching for ways to make them stay upright for a 

little longer and found a number of recommendations. These include 

piercing the stem just below the flower to release airlocks, putting a copper 

coin in the bottom of the vase, and putting them in 6 parts water to one part 

vodka. However, despite the claims there does not seem to be any proof 

that any of these methods actually work. DHS would be interested to hear 

of any methods that really do make a difference.  

Gordon Bishop (01725 511475) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Rainfall report for February 
 

 

The total for February was only 3.13 inches and below 

average, so no 'Fill Dyke' as the last 10 days were very dry 

thankfully.                               M.C. 

mailto:loverrepaircafe@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/loverrepaircafe/
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Tuning in to birdsong 
 

April is a great month for birdwatching - and listening. Our garden birds will 

be increasingly vocal, whilst there will be new voices in the wider 

countryside. 

Hearing the first Cuckoo is one of the most eagerly anticipated sounds of 

spring. The far carrying call of the male is unmistakable, but listen out too 

for the less familiar bubbling call of the female. 
 
 

As the days continue to lengthen, more birds will be 

arriving from long migration journeys. A walk along the 

river will offer the chance of hearing two species often 

noticeable in the reeds or waterside vegetation, Reed 

and Sedge Warblers (look for pronounced eyestripe 

on the latter). Their songs are somewhat similar, but 

the former’s is slow paced and rather monotonous.  
 

The Sedge sounds more excitable, its phrases varied 

and lively. Both incorporate mimicry of other species. 
 

By contrast, hedgerows fringing 

the downs make for a habitat favoured by buntings. 

The colourful male Yellowhammer’s cheerful song is 

often characterised as 

‘little bit of bread and no 

cheese’.  
 

Corn Buntings also like to 

sing from the top of a 

hedge or fence, and have a very distinctive song 

sometimes likened to the jingle of a bunch of 

keys. 
 

By the end of the month the lighter mornings will be accompanied by a 

symphony of birdsong. The first Sunday in May marks International Dawn 

Chorus Day - well worth an early rising to enjoy! 
 

Find these birds on the RSPB’s A-Z under Birds and Wildlife, plus their new 

garden birdsong guide: rspb.org.uk Look for ‘Which birdsong is that?’

 

http://rspb.org.uk/
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Hamptworth Croquet Club 

As we step into Spring and some restrictions are lifted, we can now play 

croquet again. Why not come and join us? We will be operating with Covid 

precautions in place. Many people throughout lockdown have turned their 

hands to something new, so why not try croquet? There are many benefits 

to the game, not least of all our beautiful setting.  

We are a very friendly bunch, who are always looking for new members.  

Try it out free of charge. Whether you are new to the game completely, or 

played it a long time ago, introductions to croquet at Hamptworth can be 

arranged for individuals, pairs or small groups, usually at a time to suit you. 

All you need is flat soled shoes - trainers are ideal.  

Interested? Give Steve a call on 07912 608733 or visit our developing 

website to find out more:   https://croquet-websites.org.uk/hamptworth/ 

We would love to hear from you! 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society 

 

Once again we met for our Club meeting via zoom and held a 

“Show and Tell” session giving everyone some ideas for 

simple designs to create at home. It was a new experience for 

myself and Heather, our Club member, and a little bit of fun for 

us all.  It will be good when we can get back to meeting in 

person and live demonstrations again. 

For this month our members have been asked to create a design for a 

room or area in their home of any size or style, then taking a photograph to 

be shared with us all at the end of the month. It is great to see the 

photographs and wonderful designs when they come in and I am sure they 

will be full of Spring joy and colour. 

In April we will meet on zoom again and aim to book a demonstration or 

talk so that we continue to stay in touch and enjoy our flowers together. 

Let’s hope we shall be able to get together in small groups soon and then 

meet in full later in the summer. Until then stay safe and well and keep 

smiling, we’re almost there. 

Martina Coleman (Chairperson 01725 512556) 

https://croquet-websites.org.uk/hamptworth/
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Redlynch Local History Society  

On 3rd March Andy Skinner of Southampton Museums gave us an on-line 

talk on The Mysterious Death of William Rufus (William II, 1057-1100). 

William 1st and his family were Norsemen in origin and are described as 

violent and not particularly cultured. William Rufus is described as being 

well set, very strong, with yellow hair, a florid complexion (which may be 

the source of his name Rufus), different coloured eyes, loutish, uncouth 

and fond of bad language. He had three brothers: Richard who was killed 

circa 1075 in a hunting accident, Robert who inherited his father’s title Duke 

of Normandy, and lastly Henry Beauclerc. All the brothers vied for power 

and land between themselves.  
 

In 1100 Robert was returning from the First Crusade; if Henry were to seize 

power this would be the time to move. However both the 12thC accounts 

emphasise that the death was an accident. Walter Tyrell shoots an arrow at 

a running deer, the arrow is deflected and hits William Rufus in the breast. 

The assembled royal party rapidly departed to secure their lands so that 

charcoal burners, in particular Purkiss, were left to carry the body to 

Winchester where it was interred.  
 

Walter Tyrell decided an immediate visit to Normandy was prudent and 

stayed there, marrying into the influential Clare family; he became Walter 

de Poix with an important position and appears to have had no blame 

attached to him. Henry rushed to Winchester to seize the treasury and 

thence to Westminster and was crowned on 5th August only three days 

after the death.  
 

When Robert landed in England, Henry convinced him that he should 

remain King of England. Subsequent to this Henry captured Robert in battle 

in Normandy and kept him imprisoned for 28 years. So, whether William’s 

death was an accident or murder, the astute Henry, with the help of the 

Church who were unsympathetic to William Rufus, carried the succession.  

 

New members and visitors are always welcome. Visit the website: 

http://www.redlynchlocalhistory.org or contact Carolyn Birch (01725 

511583). 

http://www.redlynchlocalhistory.org/
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Peregrines nesting on the Cathedral tower 
 

After a long gap since 1953, a pair of peregrines nested and fledged four 

chicks successfully in 2014, using a nestbox built by the Cathedral Works 

Yard team. Since then peregrines have hatched and fledged from the 

Tower every year except for 2018. The current birds are thought to be the 

same pair as last year as they do tend to be faithful to their territory. 
 

The first egg was laid on March 15th, and there are now four eggs, probably 

a complete clutch. Incubation is generally between 28 and 32 days, and 

does not normally start in earnest until the third or fourth egg is laid so the 

eggs should hatch towards the end of April. Mostly it is the female who sits 

on the eggs keeping them warm and dry.  
 

You can read much more, keep up to date with their progress, and look at 

live pictures of the nest by clicking on this link: 

www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/visit-what-see/peregrine-falcons-live-stream 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first ever National Park 
 

Seventy years ago, on 17th April 1951, the Peak District National Park was 

established. It was Britain’s first national park, and it was formed partly as a 

result of a mass trespass on Kinder Scout – the highest point of the park – 

just under 20 years earlier, which helped gain open access to moorland 

that had previously been in private hands and closed to walkers.  
 

The Peak District is mostly in Derbyshire, but includes parts of Cheshire, 

Greater Manchester, Staffordshire and Yorkshire. It is usually split into the 

higher Dark Peak and the gentler White Peak, in the centre and south of 

the district. Altogether it covers 555 square miles: it is reckoned that 20 

million people live within an hour’s journey of it. 
 

It contains only one town – Bakewell – but several others, such as Buxton, 

are on the fringes. It is now the fifth largest of the 13 national parks in 

England and Wales. The land within it is a mixture of public and private 

ownership, and there are many planning restrictions imposed by the 

national park authority to prevent inappropriate development. 

http://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/visit-what-see/peregrine-falcons-live-stream
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Downton Clubs and Societies 
 
Allotments Association ……………………………………… 

 

Susan Barnhurst-Davies …….. 
 

01725 512963 

Barford Day Centre…………………………………………… Jeremy Parsons………………… 01725 512963 

BWSC Association Chairman ……………………………… Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019 

BWSC Bowling Club ………………………………………….. Mike Hallam 
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com 

 

Cuckoo Fair Committee ………………………................. Mr T Pike ……………………….. 01725 511332 

DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+………… Mr P Rhoades …………………. 01725 514792 

Downton Angling Society ………………………………….. Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908 

Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............ Mr Roy Powell ………………… 01725 511324 

Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ……………………… Mrs Heather Borrelli ………… 07826 754615 

Downton Band Secretary …………………………………… Danie Williams ……………….. 07535 994164 

Downton Community Choir ……………………………….. Kate Edgar …………………….. 01725 512635 

Downton Community Pre-School ………………........... Becci Lanham ………………… 01725 511178 

Downton Country Market ………………………………….. Mrs D Rochefort ……………… 07733 363041 

Downton Football Club ……………………………………… Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600 

Downton Green Group ……………………………………… Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504 

Downton History Group Mr Dave Webber ………………   01725 513759 

Downton Horticultural Society …………………………… Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656 

Downton Lace Group ……………………………............... Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649 

Downton Leisure Centre ……………………………………. Dave Taylor ……………. 01725 513668 

Downton Link ………………………………………………….. Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807 

Downton Millennium Green Trust ……………………….. Sue Larkin ………………......... 01725 511209 

Downton Parish Council Clerk …………………………….. Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874 

Downton Society …………………………………............... Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963 

Downton Society Footpath Group ………………………. Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963 

Downton Tennis Club …………………………….............. Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com  
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society …………………. Mrs Martina Coleman ………. 01725 512556 

Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..  SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846 

Good Companions ……………………………………………. Mrs Julia Whitmarsh ………… 01725 510601 

Guides: Rainbows …………………………………… Sam Bennie ……………………. 07866 318497 

 First Downton Brownies ……………….. Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611 

 First Downton Guides …………………… Liz Jennings     

 Istdowntonguides@gmail.com 

Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) ……………………………. Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258 

Longwater Tai Chi ……………………………………………. Jane Launchbury ………........ 01725 514546 

Memorial Hall Bookings ………………………….............. Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818 

Parochial Church Council …………………………………… Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738 

Royal British Legion ………………………………………….. Mr Paul Hammond ………… 07710 425983 

Scouts:                 Beavers ….…………………………………. 
Cubs …………………………………………. 
Scouts ….…………………………………… 

Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com 
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com 
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com 

St Laurence Sunday School ……………………………….. Dr J McGee …………………….. 01725 513869 

The Moot – Friends of the Moot …………………………. Mrs J Greville-Heygate …….. 01725 511755 

The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust …………………… Mr Dave Webber……………… 01725 513759 

Wessex Cancer Trust ………………………………………… Mrs Enid Crook ……………….. 01725 511196 

 

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions 
(Amended December 2020) 

mailto:downtoncubs@gmail.com
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To advertise goods or services in this magazine: 
 

Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 

512576)   Email: patbriddon@gmail.com 
 

Small ads: Details from Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586).  

The cost of a 30 word insert on this page is £2.50 per month (£20.00 

per annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to 

Mrs M Pitt, 11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of 

the month. 
 

All box and line advertisements in this magazine 

are accepted in good faith 
 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sending editorial copy 
 

Articles and notices of events for the May issue to be emailed to the 

Editor by 20th April.  Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit 

a paper copy. 

Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may 

not be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart 

and photographs are welcome. 
 

Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204) 

Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com  
 

 

Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector, 

Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326) 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily 

 those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council,  

and no responsibility can be accepted for any errors of fact 

published in the Parish News. 
 

 

Don’t forget to look at the village website for general 
information about the village and local area: 

www.downtonvillage.co.uk 

mailto:patbriddon@gmail.com
mailto:alovelockjones@waitrose.com
http://www.downtonvillage.co.uk/


 


