April 2020

Free

For our latest news see our website and Facebook page.
If you would like to receive the Vicar’s daily reflection
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
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From Rev Veronica Batchelor - Team Priest in the Forest and Avon Team

As the sun rises on Easter morning.
With regards to coronavirus, washing our hands is one of the
recommended precautions to keep safe. As the virus rapidly spreads
there is personal and economic fear, and leaders are implementing
plans to minimise the impact.
As I write, many parts of the world are being asked to live differently.
Schools and colleges are closing, social and sporting events are
being cancelled. People are being asked to work from home, some
travel has been banned while some areas are in lock-down. The world
is attempting to save its people, infrastructure and economies. One
prime minister said ‘It is going to involve big changes in the way we
live our lives and I know I’m asking people to make enormous
sacrifices, but we’re doing it for each other.’
In April comes Easter, the Christian festival that celebrates the victory
of God’s saving plan for his people: Jesus is alive! As the sun rises
on Easter morning, we’ll celebrate once again how God’s light dispels
all darkness and how his love is more powerful than anything in all
creation. Jesus is alive today bringing healing and teaching, and by
his Spirit shows each of us the way to love and to live. God’s plan is
still working its purpose out, but knowing how it ends means that our
faith in him today gives light, hope and life in all circumstances, as we
too make sacrifices for the good of one another.
We’re unsure what the next few weeks hold or whether at Easter
people will be gathering together; however the truth remains that the
message of Easter is one of hope, so however isolated or fearful we
may feel let us try to remember the following:
“Good is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate; light is
stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death. Victory is ours,
through him who loves us.”
Desmond Tutu
With love and prayers for a Happy Easter Celebration bringing light
and hope to us all.
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Prayer Diary for April
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Growing through God’s Word
Family life: especially children at home distance learning
Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
Our Team Rector and family
Palm Sunday - our Witness to the Faith
Our Bell ringers
Those who are ill, their families, and the bereaved
Politicians and their advisors
Maundy Thursday - Those alone & depressed
Good Friday - All who deny God
Easter Eve - The Bereaved
Easter Day - Thanksgiving for the Resurrection
Churches Together in Downton
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research labs
Young People in the Church
Those at University and College
Those in need in our village: those confined in their homes
especially those living alone
All ministers in the village
Financial worries: business owners who have had to close, and
workers who have been laid off
Those who produce our Parish magazine
Those involved in manufacture, distribution, and sales of food
Volunteers helping people in their community
Young people worried by cancellation of exams
Our Church School – children distance learning
School Governors
Our Church life and mission
Our Forest & Avon Team
Our Bishops
All visitors to our Churches
Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns.
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St Laurence’s Church Registers
February 2020
Baptism:
9th February – Evie Hercock
Jesus says, “Suffer the little children to come unto me.”

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□
In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in our
community, during April we will be offering prayers
for:
Elizabeth Close, Hyde Lane,
Long Close and
Downton Business Centre & Industrial Estate
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk

Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets at 10.00am on the
third Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to continue
meeting in church. However, we will be asking members of the
prayer group and wider congregation to set aside a time of prayer
for both the particular roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the
whole village at: 10.00am Wednesday 15th April 2020
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News from St Laurence Church
As most of you will have heard, the Archbishops have instructed that
all Churches are closed during the current situation. This means that
there will be no services in St Laurence Church for the time being.
We will continue praying for everyone and providing as much support
as we can during these difficult times, and will look for practical ways
to do this. I am recording a service each week, and these can be found
on the website.
Also while I may be unable to visit in person, I am still available
to provide pastoral support, or even just have a chat. You can
contact me on 01725 510326 or fateamrector@outlook.com
We will resume our normal service pattern as soon as we can:
(10.00 am every Sunday, 8.00 am 1st and 3rd Sundays).
For our most up-to-date information please visit our website at
(https://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/) or Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton).
God bless,
Revd. Frank Gimson (Vicar)



Please remember the Trussell Trust at this time
They need your donations more than ever, as demand is likely to
increase. The Archbishops write ‘Foodbanks should continue where
possible… If you can, do consider making a financial contribution to
your nearest foodbank’. If you have food you want to donate, there is
a box in the porch at The Vicarage in Barford Lane, where it can be
left. We will ensure that it is taken to the Salisbury foodbank.


Cancellation of events
When this material was prepared, many government restrictions had
been put in place, leading to most events being cancelled. We have
tried to check details with all our contributors, but cannot guarantee
that events will take place as stated. Please check with the
organisers.
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Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
Normally there are services on 1st and 3rd Sundays, and 2nd and 4th
Mondays each month, but there will be no worship or meetings at the
church until further notice.
For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet,
contact: Graham Tanner: tel: O1725 512648
or email: atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com

..……………………………………………………………………………

Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
Normally we gather every Thursday at 6.30 pm, but all public masses and
prayer services are cancelled until further notice.
In the meantime, St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://Salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
More details at www.salisburycatholics.org or
St Osmund's Church, Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581 Email: office@salisburycatholics.org

….……..……………………………………………………………………

Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Normally Services are held on Sundays at 10.30 am and 6.30 pm; and
on Thursdays at 11.30 am. At present all of our services and groups are
suspended until further notice.
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ulyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: www.downtonbaptist.org

⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Tune in to Church Services on Radio
The Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Longwave Mon - Fri at 09.45,
Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 at 08.10
Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3
on Wednesdays at 15.30 and Sundays at 15.00
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The Parish of St Laurence, Downton

Church Electoral Roll
The Church Electoral Roll is being updated between
15th March and 5th April 2020
If you are already on the Church Electoral Roll and your details have
not changed, you need take no action.
•
•
•

If you are not on the Electoral Roll and would like to be included,
please complete an application form.
If you are currently on the Roll but your name, address or
telephone number has changed, or
If a member of your family is on the Roll but their name, address or
telephone number has changed, you should notify the Church
Electoral Roll Officer.

Church Electoral Roll application forms are available at St Laurence
Church (on large table by main door) or from:
Linda Ricketts, Church Electoral Roll Officer
2 The Sidings, Downton, SP5 3QZ. Tel: 01725 513162
Application forms must be returned and amendments notified
by Sunday, 5th April 2020.
Being on the Church Electoral Roll is a way of saying that you are a member of a
church. To be eligible you should be baptised and aged 16 or over, a member of
the Church of England (or a Church in communion with the Church of England) and
resident in the Parish. If you are not resident in the Parish you will need to have
attended the church regularly for six months prior to enrolment.

______________________________________
We have heard that the following events for April, advertised in the March
magazine, have been cancelled:
St Laurence Lent Group meetings
Good Companions meetings
1st Lent Lunch at Memorial Hall
1st ‘Plastic Free Downton’ meeting at the Memorial Centre
2nd DADA performance: Anne of Green Gables
3rd Moot Talk and Quiz in the Memorial Hall
4th Downton Society Footpath Group walk
13th Easter Egg Hunt in the Moot
18th Moviola film
26th St Laurence Church AGM
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Do you want to help wildlife this Spring?
Spring is officially here, and all types of creatures may be moving around
your garden and looking for food, shelter and breeding sites. As towns and
roads encroach on space they are damaging habitats, and wildlife is
suffering. So here are some simple things we can do in our gardens to help:
1. Be untidy! At least in part of your garden. Birds will be looking for
materials to line their nests and dry grass, twigs, leaves if left available will
help them. Many ‘weeds’ such as nettles provide food for caterpillars, (see
butterfly-conservation.org for food plants for caterpillars and butterflies) and
can be left in a corner near to a pile of damp leaves and a few logs, both for
a range of insects and for frogs and toads to hide in.
2. It may be too late to cut your hedge! Remember that birds will be looking
for nesting sites and might begin to build one in yours. It’s worth having a
less than perfect hedge if you have the chance to hear and perhaps see
young birds.
3. Let the grass grow! Just raising the blades on a mower to allow the grass
to be 3.5 cm will provide a place for insect larvae. You may be surprised at
the flowers and range of grasses that are in your lawn if you leave an area
with longer grass.
4. The garden centres are beginning to fill with tempting plants. Many
butterflies, bees and other insects are attracted to open, single petalled
flowers, which can be large like Heleniums or clusters of small ones such as
Buddleia, rather than those with layers of petals. Providing as wide a range
as possible will suit the insects as well as you!
5. Thinking sustainably is also a help to wildlife and the environment.
When buying compost, check that it doesn’t contain peat as peat extraction
causes damage to habitats, or why not make your own? Be inventive when
building garden structures, and if possible use recycled materials.
6. Take time to sit quietly and observe the activity in your garden: from
birds at the bird feeder to insects in the grass your garden can be a busy
place for wildlife as well as a pleasure for you.

www.downtongreengroup.org.uk
‘encouraging sustainable living within our local community’.

Please note:
Lover Repair Cafe is cancelled until further notice
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Downton In Bloom - Postponed
It will be no surprise to learn that the Royal Horticultural Society has
announced the cancellation of the In Bloom competition for 2020. This is a
shame after all the groundwork put in by the In Bloom team and partnership
groups, but the effort will not all be wasted.
We still have Parish Council approval for the purchase of new flower tubs for
the village greens as well as planters for the bridges. The new containers
are made of recycled materials with special reservoirs to reduce the
frequency of watering - a particular problem in the last couple of summers.
It’s difficult to plan but, when the tubs arrive, the Downton Society hope to
plant at least some of them with seasonal flowers. This will be dependent
upon the availability of individual members and volunteers and subject to any
NHS and government guidelines in place at the time.
Engaging teams in bridge cleaning, group planting projects, having a pop-up
tent or an art exhibition – will no longer be possible. But we do need
something to cheer us up in these trying times, and nature can be a source
of well-being. There should certainly be more opportunity to enjoy our
gardens
So, an arrangement with Baskets & Blooms to deliver hanging baskets to the
village in early June may still go ahead. If anyone is interested in purchasing
a basket - or two – at a discounted price please contact Robert Willcox
on robert@oneclickhealth.co.uk And, as we may also run a front garden
competition in the summer, now is the time to start tidying, planting and
getting creative.
There are still a lot of uncertainties, but despite Coronavirus, we hope that
our village and gardens could be looking a whole lot brighter in a few months’
time.
Nikki Wilson

‘Hear To Help’ Clinic
All hearing aid clinics have been cancelled, but Hearing aid batteries
and tubes are still available by post from the Audiology Department;
people just need to enclose their battery card and a self-addressed
envelope with two second class stamps.
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Cancellation of the Cuckoo Fair
We are so sorry to have to announce that the Downton Cuckoo Fair 2020
will have to be cancelled.
We’re sure this will come as no surprise, in the light of the new government
measures announced recently regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19), but this
was not a course of action we hoped to take. In times of such unprecedented
uncertainty this is now our only viable option.
We can assure you that we have not taken this decision lightly. We have two
NHS paramedics on our committee, so we have probably been more
informed and up to speed in relation to guidance on this pandemic than most.
We would like to thank them for the time they have contributed to the
organisation of Fair this year, in such difficult and extraordinary
circumstances and wish them and their colleagues well in all the work they
have yet to come in their day jobs.
We would like to extend our sincere apologies to the people who have
already made arrangements to attend the Fair and to let you know that we
wanted to make a firm decision with as much notice as possible.
The cancellation of this year’s Fair will no doubt come as a terrible blow to
all those local organisations, groups and societies for whom the Fair is the
single biggest fundraising opportunity of the year. We are mindful that there
will inevitably be severe financial implications as a result of this cancellation
– not just for us, but also the Fair’s contractors, traders, local landowners and
our village community.
Please keep an eye on our website www.cuckoofair.co.uk for further
information and answers to some of the questions you may have as a result
of this cancellation.

Downton’s Mobile Post Office
Every Friday Morning
Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground:
9.00 am till 10.00 am
- - - - - - - - - - - -

The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am
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Downton Horticultural Society
The February talk by John Coombes on the Hillier Gardens was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended. John is an excellent photographer and showed
some wonderful pictures of the gardens throughout the course of a year,
which included video clips and music that he had played and recorded
himself.
We do not have an event in April this year, but are currently accepting table
bookings for our Plant and Table Top sale in the Memorial Hall during the
afternoon of Saturday 9th May. Tables are free for charities or £5 for noncharities. Please contact Chris Parry (514511) to reserve one.
If you are out and about with a camera or phone as Spring arrives, then
please remember our photographic classes in our Summer Show in early
June; they are ‘Sunrise/Sunset’ and ’Animal Magic’. The entries will be
judged by popular vote.
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Downton Pre-school
We are very excited to announce we have some new members at
Downton Community Pre-school: two snails and some stick insect
eggs! It will be very interesting to watch them grow and develop.
The Pre-school is situated in the Downton Memorial Centre, on the Borough.
We still have spaces available so if you would like to come and have a look
around or find out more about our lovely Pre-school please call 01725
511178, or go to www.downtonpreschool.co.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rainfall for February
Well, ‘Fill Dyke’ February certainly lived up to its name and
then some! We had 6.79 inches of rain.
For the record, the average annual rainfall for the last 25 years was
37 inches, and in the last six months we have had 34 inches!
M.C.
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Good Companions
What an entertaining and informative time we had with Alan Jones on 18 th
February as he took us on an amazing tour of the human body and its
extremely busy internal activities, which keep our bodies functioning and
hopefully, fit and well. Alan put on an open back gown, and then a clear
plastic apron with outlines of all the body organs. He asked Valerie to be the
doctor, with white coat and stethoscope, and to put the vital organs in their
places. We laughed with astounded astonishment at the awesome wonder
of the human body, brilliantly told by Alan with great humour.
On 10th March we had a wonderfully entertaining time with Bonny Sartin, a
member of the Yetties, a Folk Song Group from Dorset. They were 14 year
old Scouts when they decided to form a band. When they were old enough
to drive they hit the road, travelling to Folk Dancing events all over England.
They were often given free accommodation and meals in people’s homes.
As they became better known they were interviewed by Plymouth TV.
Someone from Radio 1 rang their village phone box, which was answered
by the Vicar, who told the pub landlord about it, and so the young group got
in touch with the BBC and began a busy time. Jim Lloyd from BBC Radio
became their Manager and taught them about lighting, microphones etc.
They appeared on TV on the Multi Coloured Swap Shop. Argo offered them
a record contract, and they were thrilled to get forty guineas each. When they
received a Gold Disc the presentation, which was in their village, was
described as the ‘best Press bash of the year’, as the Yetties had taken them
on a coach tour of Dorset.
The British Council signed up the Yetties to perform in remote places all over
the world, too many to mention, with all expenses paid. They got a prize in
Mongolia for being ‘HAPPY’. There was no language barrier, as however
remote the place, there were always people eager to practise their English.
The Yetties also took part in the ‘It’s a Knockout Young Farmers Show’ on
TV. Sonny also treated us to four humorous folk songs.
For details about Good Companions,
please contact Mrs Julia Whitmarsh on 01725 510601.
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The Parish Council meeting was held in the Bonvalot Room at the Downton
Memorial Centre on Monday 9th March 2020. Nine members of the public
were present.
The Chair of the Downton Society thanked the Parish Council for its support
with Downton In Bloom and gave a brief update on the progress, which
included letters being sent to local businesses and residents and
engagement with the schools.
Wiltshire Council matters: Cllr Clewer gave a brief report on the actions
being taken by the Council to address the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic
and with particular regard to the Adult Social Care service. He also
encouraged the Parish Council to submit a bid for the non-campus monies.
Bus Shelters: The Council approved a quote of £2,952.28 to replace the
12 damaged panels in the two bus shelters in Moot Lane with anti-graffiti
panels.
Commemorative Bench: The Council approved the purchase of a World
War II Memorial Bench from David Ogilvie Engineering for installation ahead
of the commemoration of VJ Day on 15th August 2020.
Vacancies: There are currently seven vacancies for councillors on the
Parish Council. If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a
councillor, please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of the Council will be advised when Government
guidance allows for meetings to be held.
Bev Cornish. Clerk to Downton Parish Council
West View, Slab Lane, Downton. SP5 3PS. Tel 01725 513874
Email: clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Downton Parish Council


Mini-recycling centre
Downton Green Group have reluctantly decided to close the mini-recycling
centre temporarily in the interests of safety for everyone. Please continue
to save your recycling - we will open again as soon as we can.
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society
It was an enjoyable evening with Carole Norman last month who
demonstrated her title “Two of a Kind” with some lovely floral
designs. We were delighted to see so many of our members
return for another year’s busy programme and to welcome some
new members to the Club.
Whilst we had a varied programme planned for the coming year, sadly we
have had to put this on hold and will now miss our planned ‘In-House’ Spring
themed Competition for April, and the May demonstration with Pauline
Hurran. Let’s hope we can rearrange these meetings for another time so that
we can enjoy the pleasure that our flowers bring when all has calmed down.
I will keep you informed about future dates and when the Club is set to return.
In the meantime the glory of Spring is beginning to show in our gardens and
the surrounding countryside, along with a little more sunshine and glimpses
of blue sky. We are entering an unsettled and unprecedented time so make
sure you take hope and inspiration from the nature we see around us. Please
take care of your family and friends until we are able to meet again to enjoy
some fun, friendship and flowers together.
Martina Coleman (Chairperson) 01725 512556

DOWNTON LINK SCHEME
Good neighbour volunteers available if you need help
with transport to hospital, the surgery etc.
There is no charge but Link depends on donations
from those who use the service.
For further information ring 01725 513807 Monday to Friday 9 am - 5 pm

More Volunteer drivers are needed for Link!
Do you think you might be able to offer a few hours a week as a volunteer
driver? Volunteering can be rewarding and it is certainly worthwhile - you can
choose when and how much time you can offer, and drivers receive a
mileage allowance.
Why not call the Transport Co-ordinator on 01725 513807 or email
info@downtonlink.org.uk for a ‘no commitment’ chat to find out more?
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Redlynch Local History Society
Robert Key, former Salisbury M.P. transported the audience from
Stonehenge, via Sherborne, Normandy and Runnymede to a greater
understanding of the part Salisbury has played in the national story over
2000 years.
Salisbury's position at the confluence of five rivers combined with a Roman
highway junction has ensured that many famous figures have passed
through. Kings and Bishops from Alfred the Great through to Gilbert Burnet
have left their mark on the area whether founding a Mint at nearby Wilton,
fortifying Old Sarum or through administration of the Salisbury Diocese,
which at one time included the Royal Palace at Windsor. For example,
William Longspée, half-brother and right hand man to King John, was at
Runnymede for the signing of Magna Carta which is probably why one of the
best examples of this vital document remains in the Chapter House of the
Cathedral.
The talk was superbly illustrated throughout and kept the entire audience
spellbound at Robert Key's vast knowledge and eloquence, a talk many said
was the best they had heard.
Visit the website: www.redlynchlocalhistory.org or contact Carolyn Birch
(01725 511583) for further details of the Society.


1st April - Fooling Around

by Canon David Winter

My older brother was very clever at appropriate hoaxes on April Fool’s Day,
deceiving me and my mum and dad. At school the teachers would try to trick
us all day long and no one quite believed anything they were told.
Some will remember when in the 1960’s BBC TV broadcast a feature on the
spaghetti farms of Italy. Even those of us who bought our spaghetti in the
supermarket began to wonder if we’d been wrong! Italian farmers explained
their work and the progress of the spaghetti plants was carefully filmed, from
planting to reaping. And all in the BBC’s most serious documentary manner.
This was ‘Aunty’ playing games. Whatever next!
The odd thing is that no one is quite sure of the origin of this very British
tradition. Most attribute it to changes in Britain’s calendar in the 1700s, when
New Year’s Day moved from March 25th to January 1st.
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Advertisements – April 2020
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per
annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt,
11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month.
Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons). State Registered.
Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca
treatment, diabetic foot assessment. Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280.
Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50,
20ft x 10ft - £90. Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332.
Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales. Over 30 years' experience. Help to
set up new equipment or advice given on older sets. Contact Ian Harris on
01747 870822 or 07921 194816.


To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576)
Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in
February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586)
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the May issue to be emailed to the Editor
by 14th May.
Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a paper copy.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not
be used. Please use black & white clipart; photographs do not print well.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
___________________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility
can be accepted for any errors of fact printed in the Parish News.

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818

01725 511138

